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of  receipt  of  covering  letter. 


2.  Information  contained  in  this  report  is  provided  to  insure  app' 
benefits  in  the  future  from  lessons  learned  during  current  operati  .  -. 
a.-  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training  material. 


HY  ORDER  OF  TH K  SFt.KKTARY  )F  THh  ARMY: 


t  L'* 


— ^  i/nt  vrr  'rti 


<AM- 


!  [SiRIBUTIoN: 

■i.i:  ■ » •  i . j  i  ug  Celle  r.»  I 
I  i  i  ntinental  An  .\  (  omnia  nJ 

it  \  CYmbat  Developments  Command 

.'I'Cl.alUi.int-  s 
i'S  A  it  ;  ir  (  .i  i  I  ege 

'•>  An  l  emmuml  and  General  Staff  (allege 
1  s  \  n.  '  Adjutant  General  School 
:  .<  ''  nn\  Air  De !  .  n sc  Sclioo  1 
■  s  Amy  An  i  Si  i  on  1 
I'S  -imy  Nv'i.it  i  n  School 
i'S  Ap.iv  <  in  Mica  1  Si  I,  i)d1 
I'S  A  rm\  i  v  l  1  Ai  lairs  School 
I'S  \r  Engineer  School 

i'S  •' n.iv  Field  Artillery  School  R6QT 

US  Army  Infantry  School  # 

US  Amy  Intelligence  School  I  lOfll 

US  \ hv v  Medical  Field  Service  School 


KENNETH  G.  WICKHAM 
Major  General,  USA 
The  Adjutant  General 


d  c 

'■  7  - -  np 

j  MS  2 1 1559 

Li  Li  Lb  CJ  Lb  OTJ  E 

Q 


Regraded  unclassified  when  separated 
from  classified  inclosure.  v  - 


CONFIDENTIAL 


>  /  \ 


DISTRIBUTION  (Cont'd) 

US  Anny  Military  Police  School 

US  Array  Missile  and  Munitions  School 

US  Army  Ordnance  School 

US  Army  Quartermaster  School 

US  Army  Security  Agency  School 

US  Army  Signal  School 

US  Army  Southeastern  Signal  School 

US  Army  Special  Warfare  School 

US  Army  Transportation  School 

US  Army  CBR  Weapons  Orientation  Course 

Copies  furnished: 

Office,  Chief  of  Staff,  US  Army 

Deputy  Chiefs  of  Staff 

Chief  of  Engineers 

Chief  of  Research  and  Development 

Assistant  Chiefs  of  Staff 

The  Surgeon  General 

The  Provost  Marshal  General 

Director,  Weapons  Systems  Evaluation  Group 

Defense  Documentation  Center 

Security  Officer,  Hudson  Institute 

National  Aeronautics  and  Space  Administration 

Joint  Action  Control  Office 

Air  University  Library 

Commanding  Generals 

US  Army  Weapons  Command 
US  Anny  Materiel  Command 
US  Army  Flight  Training  Center 
199th  Infantry  Brigade  (Sep)  (Light) 

Commanding  Officers 

U£>  Army  Limited  War  Laboratory 

US  Army  Logistics,  Doctrine  Systems  &  Readiness  Agency 
Commander,  US  Army  Forces  Southern  Command 
Project  Manager,  Naval  Inshore  Warfare  Project  Office 
Research  Analysis  Corporation  (Library) 


CONFIDENTIAL 


DEPAHTJCHT  OF  IKE  AHMT 

Headquarters  199th  Infantry  Brigade  (Sep)  (Light) 
APO  San  Francisco  96279 


AViJHIl 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  for  Headquarters,  199th  Infantry  Brigade 
For  Period  Ending  31  October  1968,  RCS  CSPOB-65,  UIC  V7BDAB 
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1C)  Section  1 ,  Operations:  significant  Activities* 
a.  Conmand. 

( 1 )  Brigadier  General  Fran.iin  K  '.avis  'r.  departed  the  cooeand 
on  •’.I  August  1968,  as  a  result  cf  wou.;s  r-scfiv-  d  051  130  August  1968 
while  on  a  combat  operation  in  the  Rung  fiat  ,  ecial  Zone,  center  of 
area  YSIObO.  Units  participating  in  the  opu.'a„ion  included  the  27th 
n*C  Cl  (VN),  the  1099th  Boat  Company  of  the  4th  Transportation  CoMand 
,  liS},  the  3/48th  Regional  Forces  Regiment  (AKVN),  and  ths  999th 
"tf.'ioml  1  orces  Company  (ARVN),  in  addition  to  the  5th  Battalion,  12th 
Infantry,  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade  1 LIR ) .  Brigadier  General  Davis 
was  wounded  when  the  conns nd  boat  fror  hich  he  was  observing  end 
directing  operations  was  hit  by  eneny  fire  on  the  Rach  Ong  Kso  River, 
vicinit ./  YJG40774.  Wounded  in  the  same  action  was  the  Cosaanding 
Officer  )  the  5th  battalion,  12th  Infantry,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Herbert  H* 
h Fro-  22-31  August  1968,  Colonel  Frederic  E.  Davison,  ths  Deputy 
^amandin?  Officer,  199th  LIB,  served  aa  the  acting  cn— ndsr.  On  1 
1'rt.ei.  -  r  Colonel  Davison  assumed  comnand  of  the  brigade  as  General 
i.a vi '  11  permanently  reassigned  in  the  United  States  due  to  ths  wounds 

rect.  cd  during  the  action  previously  described.  On  15  September  1968, 
t'jirnel  Davison  was  promoted  to  the  rank  ol'  Brigadier  General  and  has 
since  serwd  as  the  Brigade  comuanaing  General.  On  14  Septeaber  1968, 
Oicne!  Jc  frey  G.  Smith  was  appointed  the  Brigade  Deputy  Co— nd  log 
Oj  I'iter. 

:  2)  Changes  of  command  occurred  in  2a  battalion,  3d  Infantry}  3d 
bat*  lion,  7th  Infantry;  2d  battalion,  40ih  Artillery}  Troop  D,  17th 
Armoi  d  Cavalry;  87th  Engineer  Company;  179th  Military  Intelligence 
jetcciu.e  it;  1 52d  Military  Police  Platoon;  and  298th  Signal  Platoon. 
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In  addition.  Major  Benjamin  J.  Basil,  Executive  Officer,  5th  Battalion, 
12th  Infantry,  assumed  duties  as  the  Acting  Battalion  Cn—  ndsr  for  31 
days  (6  Aug-5  Sep)  while  the  Battalion  CoMander  LTC  Herbert  H.  Ray  was 
hospitalised  as  a  result  of  the  incident  mentioned  in  Fare  1a(  1 ) •  All 
changes  in  command  were  due  to  rotations  with  the  exception  of  3d  Bat¬ 
talion,  7th  Infantry.  Due  to  the  death  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Kenneth 
W.  Hall  in  a  helicopter  accident  on  24  June  1968,  the  Battalion  Execu¬ 
tive  Officer,  Major  James  F.  haciiill,  served  as  Battalion  Commander 
until  the  new  conmander  arrived  on  26  August  1968. 


NAME 

10SITI0N 

gy  PAS 

LTC  Manuel  J.  Asensio  Jr. 

CO,  2/ 3d  Inf 

20  Aug  68 

LTC  Hoy  J.  Herte  Jr. 

CO,  3/7 th  Inf 

26  Aug  68 

LTC  Frederick  D.  Bell  Jr. 

”0.  2/40th  Arty 

17  Sep  68 

CPT  William  b.  Garber 

t  j ,  D/l’Hh  Cav 

21  Oct  68 

CPT  Peter  J.  Cahill 

CO,  87th  bngr 

1  Sop  68 

CPT  Dennis  F.  Hightower 

CO,  179th  MI  Det 

6  Oot  68 

1LT  Michael  J.  McCann 

CO,  503d  Chem  Det 

1  Sep  68 

1LT  Michael  J.  Baranick 

71  at  Inf  Det  (LRP) 

17  Oct  66 

CPT  Benjamin  Whitehouse  IV 

i  it  Ldr ,  298th  Sig  Pit 

29  Oct  68 

1LT  James  D.  keik 

Tit  lzir,  i>2d  MP  Pit 

30  Oct  68 

b.  Personnel. 

(1)  Principal  Brigade  Shaft  personnel  who  wero  changed  during 
t  .ft  quarter  included  the  Executive  Officer,  S3,  Aviation  Officer,  S5» 
Headquarters  Conmandant,  Chemical  v  fficer,  and  Adjutant  General. 


h*ME 

lOSiTION 

EFF  DAT* 

L  J  William  C.  Carper  III 

•)de  XO 

20  Aug  68 

L  XJ  Robert  J.  Cottey 

ride  S3 

9  Aug  68 

KaJ  Delano  h.  Brie  ter 

..viat  i-.«.  ti'iicer 

20  Sep  68 

MAJ  Powell  A .  Johnson 

Heaaquarters  Commandant 

21  Oct  68 

CPT  Mark  F.  Moran 

Bde  S5 

1  Sep  68 

1PT  Charles  A.  Lynch 

Chemical  Officer 

6  Oct  68 

CPT  Edwin  H.  Sutcliffe 

k  i.iutant  General 

13  Sep  66 

(2)  The  total  assigned  3tr*ngtn  of  the  brigade  increased  by  129 
personnel  during  the  quarter.  Cn  3 1  October  1968,  the  brigade  was 
operating  at  >05^  of  authorizes  strength. 
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UM1T 

OPFXCUt 

WAHKAMT 

ENLISTED 

TOTAL 

Auth  Asgd  Auth  Asxtd  Auth  Aeftd 

Auth  Aegd 

Bde  HHC 

40 

57 

8 

6 

155 

312 

203 

375 

2d  Bn  3d  Inf 

43 

40 

2 

2 

875 

827 

920 

869 

3d  Bn  7th  Inf 

43 

41 

2 

2 

875 

811 

920 

854 

4th  Bn  12th  Inf 

43 

38 

2 

2 

875 

786 

920 

826 

5th  Bn  12th  Inf 

43 

40 

2 

2 

875 

819 

920 

861 

2d  Bn  40th  Arty 

5 2 

46 

3 

4 

586 

578 

641 

628 

7th  apt  Bn 

42 

38 

9 

7 

490 

557 

541 

602 

50 .id  Chen  Det 

1 

1 

0 

0 

4 

5 

5 

6 

Troop  D  1 7th  Cav 

5 

5 

0 

0 

190 

203 

195 

208 

rf?th  Engr  Co 

5 

5 

0 

0 

160 

182 

165 

187 

i*9th  Inf  Jit 

1 

1 

0 

0 

26 

23 

27 

24 

71st  Inf  Det  (LHP) 

2 

2 

0 

0 

59 

60 

61 

62 

7bst  Ini'  Det  (CTT) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

15 

10 

15 

■*A.th  Mil  Hist  Det 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1  7 9th  MI  Det 

9 

8 

2 

3 

21 

48 

32 

59 

152d  MP  Pit 

1 

1 

0 

0 

39 

44 

40 

45 

40th  PI  Det 

2 

1 

0 

0 

3 

4 

5 

5 

298th  Sig  Pit 

2 

2 

0 

0 

48 

105 

50 

107 

hCTC 

19 

89 

106 

TOTAL 

335 

346 

30 

28 

5292 

5469 

5548  5843 

L.<)  A  total 

ol' 

588  awards  were  approved  for  neabers  of 

the 

con- 

nana.  Breakdown  by  units  is 

indicated 

below 

• 

bhIT  DSC  DSM 

SS 

IN 

SM  BSHV" 

BS"M" 

AM 

ACKU  ACM 

PH 

DfC 

'99t  Hi'«:  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

22 

16 

1 

22 

1 

1 

2/3u  n‘  1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

8 

30 

7 

7 

71 

24 

0 

';/ 7th  I  f  0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

6 

18 

10 

4 

32 

20 

0 

4 /’2th  Inf  1 

0 

12 

0 

0 

6 

19 

22 

12 

34 

21 

0 

?/12th  Ini'  0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

3 

0 

4 

6 

24 

0 

2/4tt.r  Arty  0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

i 

19 

8 

0 

6 

8 

0 

7-  L  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

36 

0 

0 

L </  <ih  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

‘•■j  3ti  Choin  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

7ih  En,"  r  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

.9  SC  1-j.l  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

71st  Inf  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

/6ih  Ini  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

!7‘an  MI  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1  5^9  MP  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

-  Oti  PIO  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

8t>6  Hh  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

1 

Q _ 0 

t>.  (  2 

0 

18 

0 

1 

74 

136 

65 

28 

230105  1 
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(4)  Rest  and  Recuperation  (Rich)  iuvii  were  taken  in-oo untry  by 
309  men,  with  1098  going  out  01  Vietnam  lor  an  McR  laava.  Utilisation 
by  unit  was  aa  indicated  below. 


UNIT 

OUT  OF  COUNTRY 

IN-Cff)fflg, 

HHC 

92 

26 

2/3d 

186 

4 2 

3/7  th 

160 

42 

4/ 12th 

155 

42 

5/1 2th 

181 

40 

2/40th 

123 

35 

D/1 7th 

38 

15 

7th  Spt 

1 14 

34 

87th  Engr 

31 

<5 

1 79th  hi 

8 

9 

856th  kk 

10 

3o| 

TOTALS 

1  •  #v8 

c .  Intelligence. 

(i)  Following  the  aeplqywa  j\  t.ie  r.»t ri  Viet  Cong  (VC)  Division 
into  Cambodia,  it  was  evident  that  some  emphasis  was  being  shifted 
from  Saigon  to  outlying  areas.  Elements  01  Nong  Truong  I  (North 
Vietnamese  Army  (NVA))  have  been  i  lentii'ieu  in  the  northern  III  Corpe  - 
Cambodian  border  area.  The  Jijt  j\ c,  and  1  ^4th  Regiments  moved  from 
*h*ie  jrtnal  habitat  in  II  Corps  Tactical  Zone  (CTZ)  south  into  III 
•  '^po  ..rea.  The  hong  'Iruong  T  nrao«juarters  did  not  accompany  then  at 
the  time .  The  7th  NVA  Division  deployed  in  the  general  vicinity  of 
Lor  hinh  -  An  Lac.  The  3th  VC  Division  moved  iron  its  normal  area  of 
o;*'-at.ion  into  War  Zone  L  -  U-T  province  *nd  took  positions  near  tha 
hic.ie  n.  plantation  riauniu?  jieetlng:-  Mere  teing  held  at  C05VN  head- 
quai  t>  rs.  The  troop  movement  ana  tne  resupply  activities  indicated 
that  ..nother  phase  of  VC  offtc.-i  /e  - a  w:.iaent.  All  major  VC  and  NVA  k 
uriats  underwent  reorganise. 

at  The  5r.h  VC  Division  re...-i  c  ...t.rL  of  the  274th  VC 

.i.f._ment  which  remained  in  U-J  •  ^  a  v.&ir.  provinces.  The  major 

elements  oi  the  5th  VC  Di\..s-.>i,  -  •  \  ,n  // 5th  VC,  33d  NVA,  and  the 

88V.h  N  Regiments.  Te’r  ona  mi  -jperation  was  east  of  Tay  Ninh 
.  *  1  «- 
v  4  0/  • 

(b)  The  7th  NVA  Ci.  ision  ruoi  .  ued  their  forces  for  combat  with 
the  32d  NVA,  141st  NVA,  a. id  the  it  HR  NVA  Regiments  ana  organic  artil¬ 
lery  battalion. 
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(c)  The  9th  VC  Division  retained  its  organic  elements  -  271st, 

272a  and  27  ja  VC  Regiments.  Their  movement  into  their  sanctuary  in 
Ba  Thu,  Cambodia  indicated  preparation  ior  olTensive  action. 

(,2)  Within  the  Sub  Regions,  the  enes^y  forces  conducted  resupply 
anu  repositioning  of  their  combat  elements.  Proa  captured  docuaents 
and  interrogation  of  Rrfs,  the  enemy  was  trying  to  place  a  force  of  at 
least  five  combat  battalions  into  each  Sub  Region.  Medical  evacuation 
points,  supply  caches  and  Conmo  liaison  points  were  to  be  established 
lor  the  upcoming  offensive  phase.  (fee  In^la  1  it  5). 

(a)  VC  Sub  Region  2  battalions  were  dispersed  in  small  groupie 
avoiding  contact,  conducting  resupply  activities  and  training.  6th 
Local  Force  Battalion  was  reported  dispersed  in  the  pineapple  plantation 
witn  reconnaissance  element  in  Tar.  Nhut  -  Tan  Kion  areas.  308th  VC 
battalion  was  dispersed  in  the  south  western  portion  of  the  pineapple 
plantation.  2(>7th  and  269th  VC  Battalions  were  dispersed  along  the 
Vam  Co  Dong  hiver,  north  of  the  pineapple  plantation,  west-north  west 
of  tnv  Due  Boa.  Captured  docuaents  revealed  that,  the  267th  and  269th 
. '  inflations  were  to  combine  forces  and  keep)  the  iiuiltration  corridor 
;rtn  for  days.  D-16  Battalion  operated  north  cf  the  267th  and  269th. 
’• A  v,.is  located  near  Cambodia  -  Tay  Ninh  bordei  in  Northern  SR-2. 
i.e;  lacements  for  the  bh-2  battalions  were  drawn  from  NVA  infiltration 
.  m.p 2  19,  1B6,  and  2011.  From  PWs  and  documents  it  was  indicated  that 
.in-  a  tne  critical  area  for  a  VC  offensive.  Routes  of  infiltration 

u:-e'  y  the  VC  previously  led  from  the  Ba  Thu,  Cambodia  directly  eaet 
to  t  ue  7air.  Co  Dong  Rivur  through  the  pineapple  plantation  and  further  to 
:ajgon.  Numerous  caches  of  weapons ;  ammunit ion  and  medical  supplies 
;.a/e  e  ven  uncovered,  indicating  the  enenpy»s  efforts  to  prepiare  the 
:h  M  field  and  preposition  his  equipment.  A  large  Depot  typie  storage 
art  as  discovered  in  the  south-east  pineappde  plantation.  This  base 
si  .  ,e  will  be  discussed  in  a  separate  paragraph.  The  entire  pine- 
*:  plantation  offers  excellent  waterway  networks  and  natural  cover. 

'  u)  Sub  Region  3.  The  enemy  forces  in  Sub  Region  3  consisted  of 
VC  Infantry  battalions  and  one  Artillery  Battalion.  All  of  the 
f.r'es  op«.  ated  in  small  group's,  well  outside  of  the  199th  Infantry 
fr:  's  area  of  peratmni  (AO).  ‘,0bth  VC  battalion  (AKA  let  Long 

.  ti  . .  ;  oi  >  will  less  than  250  personnel  was  forced  to  withdraw  to 

:■  r.fc  .  ise  area  in  the  south  western  section  of  SR-3«  The  Dong  Phu 
b.ittaiion,  which  was  formed  by  a  combination  of  Phu  Loi  II  and  K3 

ons  has  less  tnan  200,  located  generally  in  central  SR-3»  The 
26* th  C  battalion  absorbed  the  old  5th  Nha  Be  Battalion  for  a  combined 
t.reu-th  of  less  than  200.  The  520th  VC  Battalion  received  on  company 
>•.  ie  55uth  VC  battalion  from  IV  CTZ  for  combined  strength  of  lees 
tnan  200.  ~  «s  nornal  A0  was  in  South  Central  SR-3*  The  508th  VC 

A  2d  I.. pendent  Battalion  was  estimated  at  about  350  men  who  were 
ii  persed  in  a  base  area  south  east  of  Ben  Luc.  The  3d  VC  Artillery 
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Battalion  was  reinforced  by  one  company  of  rocket  troopa  from  the  208th 
Kocket  -  Artillery  Regiment.  H  eir  normal  AO  is  south  central  SR-3* 

The  9th  (US)  Division  captured  a  12-tube  rocket  launcher  Wiich  probably 
belonged  to  the  Jd  Artillery  Battalion.  In  SR-3»  the  VC  are  extremely 
limited  in  routes,  cover  and  concealment.  During  the  three  month 
period,  the  enemy  has  suffered  heavy  casualties  froa  air  strikes  and 
ground  contacts. 

(3)  The  1 7—1 9  August  attacks  on  Tay  Ninh,  An  Loc  and  Loc  Ninh  were 
diversionary  attacks  designed  to  draw  US/FWMAP  from  Saigon.  If  the 
forces  had  been  deployed  away  froa  the  Captial,  the  sub  region  VC  forces 
would  have  been  free  to  infiltrate  into  Saigon  with  relative  ease. 

Since  there  wao  no  troop  redeployment,  the  Sub  Region  VC  forces  con¬ 
tinued  to  prepare  the  battlefield,  pre-stock  supplies  and  conduct 
extensive  reconnaissance.  Increased  supply  activities  and  shipping  from 
Ba  Thu  VC  sanctuary  have  been  noted.  The  VC  units  remainsd  dispersed 
avoiding  contact,  conducting  scattered  attacks  by  fire,  increased 
terrorist  activities,  propaganda,  proselyting  and  recruiting.  Definite 
increases  in  infrastructure  operations  were  noted.  Several  successful 
counter-VCI  operations  have  been  conducted  and  18  VCI  were  captured  and 
7  killed.  Analysis  of  all  available  information  indicated  that  as  of 
the  25th  of  October  1968,  the  enemy  Main  Force  units  had  withdrawn  into 
tnsir  rear  bases  and  staging  areas.  The  eneigy  is  not  capable  of  launch¬ 
ing  a  coordinated  offensive  in  the  near  future.  He  retains  the  capabili¬ 
ty  to  conduct  stand-off  and  limited  objective  attacks  and  attacks  by 
fire.  He  retains  the  capability  to  launch  rockets  on  Saigon  from  the 
6vjut  t,  east,  and  north. 

(O  Counterintelligence.  Captured  enemy  documents  indicate  that 
t  ne  enemy  is  concentrating  more  on  intelligence  collection.  One  docu¬ 
ment  from  COSVh  directed  the  VC  units  to  collect  all  captured  documents, 
personal  letters  and  notes  and  forward  them  to  higher  headquarters  for 
inie  -licence  and  psychological  type  exploitation.  The  document  stated 
that  personal  letters  containing  address  es  from  the  US  could  be  ueed  by 
tkvth  Vietnamese  Intelligence  to  further  the  comsunist  goals  of  influ¬ 
encing  the  people  in  the  United  States.  Further  reports  indicate  VC 
.  of  espionage  agents  employing  females  and  children. 

(5)  Location  of  F.uemy  Depot  Area. 

(a)  A  larr*  enemy  Depot  area  was  discovered  by  the  199th  Infantry 
Brigade  or  18  September  1968.  humberous  intelligence  reports  haws  been 
received  of  enemy  supply  activities,  radar  indicated  nightly  movementa 
and  the  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  confirmed  the  presence  of  personnel 
in  tne  area.  From  analysis  of  the  area  and  the  equipment  captured  it 
was  determined  that  this  Depot  could  support  more  than  one  VC  Division. 
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(b)  Description  of  the  area.  The  Depot  is  located  generally  sooth 

of  the  pineapple  orchard  along  the  Vam  Co  Dong  River*  grid  coordinates 
Xb  560605,  xs  590600,  XS  566790,  XS  560796.  Ths  terrain  in  this  area 
is  marshy,  inundated,  characterized  by  heavy  grovtfes  of  nipa  pains  along 
the  Van  Co  Dong  River  and  lte  saaller  tributaries,  ftaaroua  and 

streams  form  an  extensive  waterway  network.  The  Van  Co  Dong  River  is 

a  well  known  VC  supply  and  infiltration  route.  Also,  during  the  Tet  and 
the  Hay  offensives,  the  east-west  conals  and  the  Van  Co  Dong  River  were 
used  as  evacuation  routes  for  the  wounded.  Several  important  stream 
and  canals  connect  to  the  Vam  Co  Dong  Hi v»n ;  At  XS  554612  Bung  Cau  Canal 
connects  to  the  Bobo  Canal,  leading  north-east  directly  into  the  VC  min 
base  areas  in  Ba  Thu.  Cambodia.  The  majority  of  the  euppliee  are  trans¬ 
ported  on  this  route.  Kinh  hoi  Canal  connects  to  the  Van  Co  Dong  River 
at  XS  560766,  southwest  with  the  Vam  Co  Tay  hiver,  another  well  known 
infiltration  and  exfiltration  route  from  C  rabodia.  The  exteneive  water¬ 
way  network  to  the  east,  connect.;  the  Dejot  area  wath  the  numerous  for¬ 
ward  staging  areas  at  Tan  buu,  Tan  Nhut,  Tan  Kien,  and  further  into 
Baigon-Cholon  area.  (See  Incl  3) 

(c)  lue  depot  area  appeared  to  be  well  orginized  aiix  efficiently 

ic»,.  t-d  out.  The  equipment,  weapons  and  ammunition  were  stored  in  small¬ 
er  r  insisting  of  2-55  gallon  dr  iu  welded  together,  equipped  with 

wovnien  tr.q  uoors,  buried  in  the  gr  und  and  well  camouflaged.  Like 

of  Material  were  stored  together  in  an  orderly  fashion.  Three 
h<  ■■■■'  i.  1  s  were  captured  in  this  area,  bach  of  the  hospitals  consisted 
■.  .  <i  L  nuts  and  bunkers,  equipped  with  operating  tables  end  lighting 

"  l,anit.  Surgical  tools  fauna  in  this  area  indicated  that  major 
*  .•  ■•.r.'j.i  could  be  performed.  The  area  contained  several  drums  of 
l  i  <.  uj  ...King  water  o.d  gasoline.  The  numerous  small  atreama  and 
'  r . •  '  'Lea  served  as  ideal  concealment  ox  the  numerous  motorised 
f  the  area. 

1  i  The  entire  area  w;r.  heavily  booby  trapped.  Ail  the  booby 
a  , cored  to  oe  new  and  recently  emplaced.  Practically  all  land 
d  i'.,e&  were  booby  i.ajj'eu.  Irte  complete  absence  of  booby  traps 

watei-ways  and  snores  indicated  the  Viet  Cong's  exclusive  use  of 

.  .  :-Tw.iys.  The  boooy  traps  were  placed  along  the  nipa  palm  groves 
.1  ;  -isaitie  ..ear  tanning  con  s  xn  an  .irregular  manner. 

(a/  .  ...ipinujit  or  destroyed  during  the  period  18  September'  5 

idiw  ,er  •  .6; 


Buiik*  1 16 

otn;  '.urcs:  5* 

ltocK  ■  •-107mia  25 

.22ms.  16 


7 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


Weapon*-  Snail  trait 

48 

Craw  served! 

6 

&aBunition*Snall  amsi 

24,5J0 

Craw  served! 

1,213 

Field  Gaar  (pound*): 

655 

Medical  Supplies  (pounds) 

*  115 

VC  Unii'oras: 

245 

Ponchos: 

265 

Gas  Masks: 

15b 

Kice  (Pounds): 

2,600 

Complete  Hospitals: 

3 

Motorized  sanp-ns : 

36 

Booby  traps*: 

916 

explosives  (pounds): 

BOO 

Those  booby  traps  found,  destroyed  or  disarmed  not  including  those 

exploded  by  air  strikes  ana  artillery. 

(o)  Lnemy  strengths  and 

dispositions. 

(a)  VC  Sub  Region  2. 

Ui.IT  STRENGTH 

LOCATION 

6th  LF  Bn  200 

Dispersed  in  the  pineapple  plantation 
Tan  Nhut,  Tan  buu.  Tan  Kien. 

j> 0.  n  bn  100 

South  western  pineapple  plantation; 
XS56BO. 

2o7th  Bn  200 

Dispersed  in  VC  Base  area;  XS5396- 

2b<  .h  Bn  250 

Dispersed  in  VC  base  area;  XT470* . 

j  1b  bn  200 

XT4JC7. 

.»)  Sub  Region  J. 

506th  Bn  250 

XS6873. 

Donv  mu  Bn  2oo 

XS7873. 

265th  Bn  200 

XS8866. 

520’. n  L'n  175 

XS6V63. 
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J>0«th  Bn 

175 

XJ6770 

yx  Arty  Bn 

tou 

XSB065 

(7)  The  total  cumulative  losnea  for  the  Viet  Com  nr*  shown  below 
tor  the  period  1  August  to  31  October  1*y6d.  (Operation  TQAM  HUM  II). 

VC  K1A  (HOj 
VC  KlA  (InOB) 

Detainees  Frocesseo 
-  ItN 

Hoi  C.'ianh 
omail  Arms  Captured 
Crew  Served  wlpne  Cpt 
Hounds  of  ammo  (Hk) 
h  H.jKls  01  auino  (CJ) 
a  ice  ( tons ) 

Fort.it  icutions  Destroyed 
Buildings  destroyed 
Crenades  Captured 
. .unf|tn8  Destroyed 


...uufktne  u 
d.  Axjra 
v  •  The 


irons,  liana  aiid  Training* 


ind- 


urigade,  m»ier  ujArat K-nar  Control  (OpeonJ  of  the  Com 
.3  G«e«r.ix,  Capital  K  1  ltary/As- ' :  t  ince  Cozmund  iCHAC),  continued 
jn-ratron  TOAI.  THAf.c  ii  in  Ai/.aura.  The  brigade  continued  ite  mission 
et  , .,ri inipaiiitg  in  tne  ,  roJL,  rocket,  ana  mortar  defense  of  Saigon. 

»i*«.  nr. trade' a  area  of  residue »ni  Lity  remained  south  and  wait  of  Saigon. 

•  •  .  aunts  of  the  nrigaoe/conti  nueu  aggressive  and  extansiva  opera- 

•  1  ( at  rolling,  ia,'ht  olLuav.  on  all  likaly  land  and  water  apprentice 

into  th«  city  through  tn<:  /ng:,de't»  *0,  am  maintained  a  24  hour  aur- 
.nee  in  axi  ass  w  ned/secto re.  As  of  31  Octobar,  the  brigade  oon- 
■d  its  activ*  covo.ii-  o*  1  •> Mna  maintained  a  high  state  of 
ness  to  react  t  ^  a./  t<>  any  unsay  threat  that  eould  present 


v»-  Ope  rat  ions  Conducted: 


U  i-Jt  August  10-ifst  Infantry  Opcon  from  9th  Infantry  Divi- 
ion).  on  UuOj50  hours  vicinity  X.17J9B39  an  aabush  patrol  (AF)>af  I 
•»mf*n  lnlantry,  engaged  J  or  more  VC,  resulting  in  1  VC  KXA, 

ak-a.  one  9mm  pistol,  1  RFG-c  xaunchsr,  3  RFC  rounds,  472  rounds  of 
U  rn*  ammunition,  and  one  half  pound  of  documents  captured.  On 
'>?.  .jure  vicinity  XSOB4852,  an  AF  fr<m  C  Company  2/34  Infantry  sunk 
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1  Sampan  and  killed  2  VC  (BC)  and  2  VC  (HtOB).  On  092130  hour#  vicinity 
XS  76 58 >3*  A  Company  2/jd  Infantry  l'ired  on  10  VC,  resulting  in  1  VC 
KIA  (dC)  with  supporting  artillery  accounting  lor  1  VC  killed  by  artil¬ 
lery  (KBA)(FKOB).  On  102120  hours  vicinity  XS684853,  B  Company  2/3d, 
while  conducting  a  reconnaissance  in  force  (RIF)  destroyed  1  sampan 
killing  2  VC  (BC) ,  and  capturing  1  AK-47.  On  111030  hours  vicinity 
XS709881,  a  Light  Fire  Team  (LFT)  (2  Armed  Helicopters)  killed  2  VC  (BC) 
ana  B  Company  4/1 2th  Inf/  captured  1  female  prisoner  of  war  ( FW)  and 
killed  1  VC  (BC)  while  on  a  RIF  alter  an  airmobile  assault  into  the  area. 
On  151240  hours  vicinity  XS63BB64,  a  patrol  from  B  Company  2/3d  Inf  made 
contact  with  an  esi  inated  VC  squad,  contact  was  lost  at  151545#  results, 

1  US  KIA,  5  US  raided  in  action  (WIA)  and  5  VC  KIA  (PROB).  On  151555 
hours  vicinity  Lo643875,  C  Company  2/3d  made  contact  with  an  unknown 
size  VC  force  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  l PROB).  On  ifcOBUB  hours  vicinity 
XS643874*  D  Company  2/3d  found  1  VC  KBA  (BC)  probably  killed  by  support¬ 
ing  fires  on  the  15th.  On  161930  hours  vicinity  XS  638862,  a  Chieu  Hoi 
surrendered  to  B  Company  2/^d.  On  171100  h  juts  the  Commending  Officer, 
2/3d,  in  a  helicopter,  found  2  VC  KBA  vie  XS  655870,  at  1910  hours  vie 
XS767827,  &  Company  6/3  1st  captured  2  VC.  On  180^50  vie  XS673«5«,  an 

AP  from  B  ,'orapany  2/3d  sank  1  sampan,  captured  1  sampan  motor  and  1 
AK-47  ana  3  VC  KIA  (PROB).  On  the  J9th,  3/7th  conducted  a  RIF  vicinity 
XS7877  resulting  in  2  detainees  anc  1  IV.  On  20u72b  hours  vie  XS643925* 
during  an  airmooile  assault  by  B  Company  4/12th,  a  UH-1D  helicopter  was 
downed  by  ground  fire,  resulting  in  1  US  KIA,  and  3  US  WIA,  at  1300  hours 
vie  XS647916,  B  Company  4/?2th  received  SA  fire  resulting  in  1  US  KIA  aid 

2  US  -TA .  On  262303  hours  vie  XS709B23,  an  AP  from  D  Company  2/3d  killed 

1  VC  dC)  a captured  1  pistol.  On  272257  hours  vie  XS732827,  a  patrol 
f-om  o  Company  6/3lst  engaged  a  sampan,  resulting  in  1  sampan  destroyed 
and  2  VC  KIA  (PhOB).  Cn  291657  hours  vicinity  XS706832,  C  Company  engaged 
an  unknown  else  force  of  VC.  LPT,  Flareship,  and  artillery  supporting 

the  action  resulted  in  5  US  WIA  and  1  VC  KIA  (BC) .  On  301613  hours  vie 
XS',  91808,  B  and  C  Companies  3/7th,  while  patrollii^,  received  RPC  and 
SA  fire  resulting  in  4  US  WIA  and  1  VN  WIA. 

lb)  1-30  September.  On  04 1 1 50  hours  vie  XS803751 ,  a  LFT  engaged 
6  J,  resulting  in  6  VC  KIA  (dC).  Me  02754,  c  Company  3/7th, 

..  .e  on  patrol,  received  SA  fire  from  an  estimated  3  to  5  VC  resulting 
in  1  US  WIA,  not  evacuated#  and  u r  ^-wn  casualties.  AT  1740  hours 
vie  XS803753#  C  Company  3/  7th  fouru.  -t  (BC),  and  at  1655  hours 

vie  XuB45886,  D  Company  3/7th  captured  I  WIA  PV  and  destroyed  3  RPG 
r^unda.  On  052250  hours  vicinity  An  Lac  Bridge,  one  platoon  from  D 
Company,  4/12th,  while  securing  thu  bridge,  sank  1  sampan  and  engaged 

2  VC  resulting  in  1  VC  KIA  (FHOB) .  On  072000  hours  vie  XS651865,  while 
conducting  a  RIF  after  an  airmobile  assault,  C  Company  4/12th  engaged 

3  VC  carrying  automatic  weapons,  resulting  in  2  US  KIA  and  unknown  VC 
losse  .  On  the  12th,  4/39th  Infantry,  9th  Division,  became  Opeon  to  the  . 
199th  Brigade  and  6/3 1st  Infa^ry  returned  Opcon  to  the  9th  Infantiy 
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Division.  On  1 51 300  hours  vicinity  XS768826,  A  Cornpt;'^  2/3d  Inf  engaged 
and  killed  2  VC.  D  Company  2/3d  Inf  killed  1  VC  Mil  oaptvred  1  AK-47. 

On  251036  hours  vie  XS709830,  while  conducting  a  RIF,  C  Company  2/3 d 
killed  1  VC.  On  291950  hours  vie  XS593797,  B  Company  4/39th,  while 
conducting  a  RIF  after  an  airmobile  assault,  engaged  3  VC  resulting  in 
<  VC  KIA  (BC)  and  at  2050  hours  B  Company,  4/39th  engaged  an  unknown 
size  VC  force,  resulting  in  b  VC  KIA  (PROB)  and  8  VC  VIA  (HlOB).  Knugr 
soldiers  were  observed  dragging  their  wounded  away.  During  September, 
the  brigade  carried  out  extensive  operations  in  the  western  portion  of 
AO  Laura,  in  addition  to  normal  activities.  The  VC  showed  a  reluctance 
to  engage  Brigade  forces  and  when  they  did  engage,  they  broke  contact 
despite  aggressive  pursuit  by  brigade  forces.  The  opera tione  resulted 
in  the  capture  and  destruction  of  large  quantities  of  enemy  supplies, 
imperially  hamj^ring  the  enemy's  efforts  to  regroup  and  mount  sustained 
operations  in  any  portion  of  the  AO. 

(c)  1-31  October.  O11  082030  hours  vie  XS712835,  sn  AP  from  C 

Company  2/  *d  engaged  1  »amp«in  resulting  In  2  VC  KIA  (BC),  1  AK-47 
with  5  iiAgazines,  1  t\FG-2  launcher  with  3  rounds  and  1  sampan  destroyed. 
On  the  18th  the  4/39th  Infantry  .as  released  from  Opcon  and  returned  to 
the  9t.:i  Division,  on  241  120  lo  urs  vie  XS776753,  while  conducting  a  RIP 
as  port  hi'  TALK  FORCE  HhlhO,  D  Company  3/7th  killed  1  VC.  Eneogr  actions 
remained  the  same  as  bet  ten .be-,  the  brigade  initiated  a  series  of  four 
Task  ‘"ores  Operations  witn  AO  Laura  to  force  the  VC  out  of  hiding.  TWo 
."rent-;  r •  were  basically  coruon  and  search  operations  while  the  other 
two  w  hlF's  with  blocking  forces  to  assist.  Each  of  the  operations 
(4  n  uli,  IMEX  on  U  October.  FKidu/r  on  17  Oct,  RHINO  on  24  Oct,  and 
ruliu  n  28  Octuber  1  'H>o  •  w  c  a  currbinea  operations  utilizing  ARVN 
iir  us,  national  Tolicr  a;d  brigade  forces.  The  operations  made  exten- 
s  .  v  us*  of  psycholo.-ical  warfare  techniques  and  the  civil  affairs 
ren  r.  es  available  to  the  brigade. 

In  Mid  betober  the  1 99 tn  LIB  employed  a  new  tactic  termed 
"I.'  ua'  (Iiaplosion/Rxplosion) .  This  concept  permits  large  groups  of 
!  : .  ,  t ,<j  be  used  m  cordon  and  search  operations.  The  199th  I1B 

•  .ijized  up  to  'u  r : i  It;  hor;.pani«s  on  such  operations.  The  operation 
c  uiduc ten  by  emplacing  a  cordon  well  out  from  the  area  of  prime 
1  ,  me  search  1'  .rce  is  inserted  by  air  inside  the  ring.  Once 

v  e  "vj  ;r.  f  •  .e  is  inserted  tr.e  outer  ring  sweeps  or  squeesee  in 
toward  wit:  ct.-f.ter  to  a  well  defined  "no  fire  line".  When  the  no  fire 
Line  has  been  reached,  tne  search  force  begins  puehing  outward.  TWo 
such  cjjerat ions  were  conducted  by  the  199th  LIB,  one  of  which  resulted 
1  seven  iWs. 

1  tv: suits  of  this  portion  of  Operation  T0AN  THANG  II: 
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a  Friendly  losaaas  12  US  KIA,  206  US  WIA. 

b  Knssy  loeim  60  VC  KIA,  219  Detainees,  11  W,  52  ICLA  (ROB), 

1  Chleu  Hoi,  146  samll  arms,  55*260  rounds  of  small  arms  aao,  10 
rounds  155sm  ammo,  1 71  pounds  of  documents,  159  VC  protective  masks, 

114  RPG  rounds,  22,655  pounds  of  ries,  22  mimes,  915  pounds  of  explosives 
eaptursd,  72  sampans,  2,361  bunks rs  destroyed,  and  52  military  structurss 
dsstroysd. 


c  Caches  found  by  unit: 

UHIT 

AiS 

SEP 

OCJ 

TOTAL 

2/3 d  Infantry 

11 

2 

3 

16 

3/7th  Infantry 

0 

3 

2 

5 

4/1 2th  Infantry 

7 

2 

2 

11 

5/1 2th  Infantry 

2 

3 

1 

6 

6/3 1st  Infantry  (Opcon  from 
9th  Div) 

2 

mm 

- 

2 

4/39th  Infantry  (Opcon  from 
9th  Div) 

1 

— 

1 

2 

7i st  Infantry  Dot.  (LRP) 

0 

1 

0 

1 

(3)  Training  activities j 

(f )  The  Kedcatcher  Combat  Training  Center  during  the  period  1  Aug- 
31  Oct  68  trained  a  total  of  1,603  replacement  personnel  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  units:  199th  Infantry  Brigade  (1,087),  USARV  Special  Troop  (301), 

54th  Artillery  Group  (215).  In  addition,  186  officers  and  NCO's 
attended  the  squad  leader  -  platoon  leader  course  during  the  period. 

(b)  The  Brigade  Mobile  Training  Team,  continued  to  present  refresher 
training  to  units  in  the  brigade.  The  following  units  received  instruction 
during  the  quarter:  3/7th  Infantry  (Companies  A,  B,  C,  D,  and  X),  4/12th 
imantij  (Companies  A,  C,  D,  and  E),  5/12th  Infantry  (Companies  A  and  B). 
During  the  uonth  of  September  the  team  gave  a  3  Hour  block  of  instruction 
in  the  operation,  care  and  cleaning  of  the  4.2  inch  and  81ns  mortars  to 
all  of  the  combat  units  in  the  brigade  including  4/39th  Infantry,  then 
Opcon  from  the  9th  Division. 
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(c)  ARVN  Ranger  Mobile  Training  Teams  completed  instruction  to 
the  follow  ?.  ns?  units  during  the  period:  1st  Battalion,  43d  Regiment 
and  2d  Battalion,  43d  Regiment  (both  ARVN). 

(4)  Chemical  operations  of  the  303d  Chemical  Detachment: 

(a)  Personnel  Detectors.  There  were  seventy-eight  personnel 
detector  (People  Sniffer)  missions  flown  during  the  above  period. 

The  XM-2  Personnel  Detector  was  not  utilized  on  these  missions. 

The  new  XM-3  Airborne  Personnel  Detector  was  used  on  all  of  the  mis¬ 
sions  and  has  proved  to  be  far  superior  to  the  XM-2.  Experience  has 
determined  that  whether  the  sniffer  is  used  up,  down,  or  cross-wind, 
depends  upon  weather  conditions,  terrain  and  area  to  be  covered. 
Follow-up  checks  of  the  Brigade  Daily  Incident  Reports  have  shown 

the  People  Sniffers  to  be  successful  and  helpful  to  the  accomplishment 
of  the  brigade1 s  mission. 

(b)  Insecticide.  Two  insecticide  spray  missions  were  flown 
during  the  period.  One  mission  was  flown  using  three  percent  Malathion 
and  the  other  using  two  and  one-half  percent.  Results  and  reports  show 
the  missions  were  effective  in  reducing  the  insect  population. 

(c)  Herbicide.  Three  Herbicide  missions  were  flown  during  the 
period.  It  was  learned  that  the  success  on  grass  and  snail  vegetation 
can  only  be  determined  by  burning  the  defoliated  area  three  weeks 
after  spraying.  Herbicide  has  proven  successful  for  removing  the 
leaves  from  trees  to  allow  for  better  aerial  reconnaissance.  The 
missions  were  flown  over  hill  #837  and  the  Perimeter  of  Bien  Hoa  Air 
Base.  The  503d  has  now  been  authorized  one  airborne,  helicopter  mounted 
herbicide  sprayer  in  our  TO&E. 

i 

fd)  Riot  Control  Agents.  No  CS  missions  were  flown  during  the 
r  tiud.  However  the  unit  has  received  manufactured  CS  munitions  and 
has  .’.ado  various  types  of  field  expedients  and  maintains  a  constant 
state  of  readiness  should  the  opportunity  arias  to  use  them.  Ten 
drums  of  CS  were  given  to  4/12th  Infantry  for  tunnel  and  bunker  use. 

(e)  Flame  weapons.  No  flame  weapons  were  used  during  this  period, 
.fn  unit  is  '  epared  and  has  assisted  the  battalions  with  various  types 
• i  flame  weapons  and  field  expedients. 

U)  Personnel  Detectors.  All  personnel  have  had  some  training  on 
the  operation  and  maintenance  of  the  Personnel  Detector  (People  Sniffer) 
to  include  the  XM-2  and  XM-3  and  more  training  is  outlined  for  the  futur 
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(g)  Insecticide  and  Herbicide.  Training  hat  bean  conducted  in  the 
capabilities  of  tha  Tarioua  type*  of  inaaotiolda  and  herbicides  now  bainf 
uaad  by  this  organisation.  In  addition,  all  paraomal  have  baan  tralnad 
in  the  Methods  of  eMployaant  of  thaaa  sprays. 

(h)  Riot  Control  Agents.  Tha  paraonnal  of  this  unit  have  received 
training  in  tha  use  of  various  types  of  RCA  aunitions.  Two  nora  wMbers 
of  tha  Detaehnant  want  with  tha  266th  Che  steal  platoon,  1st  Infantry 
Division  to  participate  in  a  CS  drop  involving  55  gallon  druas  of  CS. 

The  unit  is  tralnad.  and  prepared  for  thie  typo  of  operation  to  include 
having  the  rollara  for  installation  in  a  Chinook  type  helicopter. 

(i)  Plane  Weapons.  Training  in  Plana  Pield  Expedients  hava  been 
■Inina  during  this  period.  The  unit  has  given  assistance  to  various 
personnel  within  tha  brigade  on  flans  weapona  and  haa  participated  in 
the  CMMI. 

(5)  Air  Operations: 

(aj  United  States  Air  Pores:  Tha  USAP  Tactical  Air  Control  Party 
gave  continuous  support  to  the  199th  Light  Infantry  Brigade  during 
Operation  TOAN  THANG  II,  flying  489  Missions  and  logging  a  total  of  1,065 
hours.  There  were  199  FAC  Missions  and  290  VR  missions  flown  for  a 
total  of  499  and  566  hours  respectively.  During  critical  periods,  the 
TACP  Maintained  a  scramble  capability  so  that  it  could  give  timely 
response  to  the  needs  of  the  ground  eoaaander  during  the  tins  a  PAC  was 
not  airborne. 

J_  USAP  Aircraft  flew  the  following  Air  Strike  Mission*: 

a  Fighter  Missions:  146 

b  Sorties  flown:  331 


2  Bomb  Damage  assessment  was  as  follows: 


DESTROYED 

DAMAGED 

a 

Bunkers 

412 

116 

b 

Structures 

35 

6 

c 

Fighting  positions 

59 

d 

Trenches 

50  Meters 

20  ms 
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DESTHQTED  DAMAOP 


1  Seamans  3 

f  Tunnels  2 


£ 

Secondary  explosior.3 

41 

h 

Secondary  firea 

34 

bO>¥  COUNT 

i 

Enemy  Killed  by  Air 

7 

(b)  Arty  Aviation  assets  sur-f  -ter  the  brigade  with  airmobile 
companies  lor  air  assaults,  tai:,  .-supply  ships,  and  CH-47's  sorties 
for  build~up  of  lire  support  am  p-itrol  bases.  Missions  perforaod  worst 


2  Coniwind  ana  Control  (C&Lj 
2  Air  mobile  Co:at><.t  A  ;■ 

2  Ea flight 

Troop  ^traction*  ..i.-;  m 

-rial  heconiiaii>s«r -t 
6  Artillery  Fire  Adju.-.iar  ' 

’  dical  Evacua'  o<. 

2  .itsio  Helay 
'  hesupply 

Isychological  orvr»t :  ...  i-  wallet  Drops 

loj  Chanros  i;i  <rga.»i/^»  . .  •  .  .  ctober  1968,  at  1300  hours, 

.;.»ery  2/40th  Artill*..y  w.  i  and  Joined  the  Brigade. 

s.  Fire  Support  Coordinator. 

(i)  The  most  significant  ,  jre  and  policy  imposed  on  the  artil- 
i"rv  supporting  operations  uur-ng  ’  '  i  ri porting  period  was  the  central- 
.;i.  'o  lire  control  at  i <  l  *  .  <.■>  •  .  Additionally,  procedures  for 

t  e  *  ipioymeut  of  CS  gas  i. on  '> •  .  .2  inch  projectiles  were  devs- 

and  practiced  Tnis  t  >.  r  » for  use  in  the  attack 
confirmed  rocket  launch  &it< ..  u.  u.  j.s  of  high  population  density. 
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Ssweral  airmobile  operations  were  conducted  to  support  maneuver  in  the 
western  portion  o t  the  AO.  Fir*  clearance  procedures  were  upfraded  by 
staffing  the  Brigade  Liaison  Section  with  two  additional  personnel  to 
process  clearances  and  by  closer  liaison  with  district  advisory  teans. 

In  the  near  future,  a  Brigade  Fire  Control  Net  (FM)  will  be  operational 
to  handle  requests  for  clearances  on  a  sole  user  channel  for  faster 
response . 

(2)  To  improve  proficiency  in  gunnery  and  firing  battery  techniques, 
a  battalion  inspection  teas  tested  each  battery.  The  results  of  the  teste 
identified  areas  for  additional  training  and  retesting.  At  present, 
firing  batteries  conduct  thirty  minutes  of  gun  drill  daily,  in  conjunction 
with  fire  direction  center  drills. 

f .  Logistical.  Transportation,  and  Engineer  Operations. 

(1)  Duriig  the  period  covered,  no  significant  redeployment  of  forces 
was  accomplished.  Logistical  support  remains  centered  at  the  Bri¬ 
gade's  Main  base  at  Camp  Frenis  11-J ones  with  daily  resupply  being  accom¬ 
plished  to  each  battalion's  forward  fire  support  base  located  south  of 
Saigon.  The  unit's  organic  resupply  capabilities  centinue  to  be  augmented 
by  the  attached  543d  Transportation  (Light  Truck)  from  the  48th  Trans¬ 
portation  Group. 

(2)  Numerous  riverine  troop  insertions  and  extractions  have  been 
~:campiished  with  the  aid  of  the  1099th  Transportation  Boat  Company. 

A  procedure  has  been  established  whereby  two  LCM's  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  the  brigade  is  currently  in  operation. 

(3)  During  October  the  brigade  was  chosen  to  participate  in  an 
operational  test  of  a  new  concept  for  distribution  and  staring  dry* 
batteries,  known  as  "Project  Orange  Ball."  The  concept  envisions 
fresh  batteries  being  provided  directly  to  brigade  supply  with  the 
ultimate  objectives  of  reducing  the  stockage  level  of  dry  batteries 
within  RVN  and  a  better  product  for  the  users. 

(4)  During  august  a  new  assembly  point  for  rockets  and  mini gun 
ammunition  was  re-established  from  the  Heliport  to  the  Brigade  aaiu- 
nition  storage  area.  The  present  area  is  capable  of  assembly  and 
storage  of  approximately  650  rockets  ready  for  inn ed late  use. 

(5)  Resupply  and  maintenance  activities  were  otherwise  normal. 

The  following  supplies  were  issued  by  the  7th  Support  Battalions 

(a)  Class  I: 
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2  Tans  of  "A"  ration  issued:  997 

2  Tons  of  "CN  ration  issued:  368 

2  Total:  1,365 

Jt  Weekly  Average:  105 

lb)  Class  II  It  IV: 


2  Requisitions  received: 

10,514 

2  Requisitions  filled: 

7,265 

2  Fercent  filled: 

69 

**  Average  number  received 

per  week:  809 

(c)  Class  III: 

2  Gallons  issued: 

995,24 8 

2  Average  weekly  issue: 

76,200 

(.1)  Class  V: 

2  T^i  drawn: 

2,265 

2  Average  weekly  drawn: 

1 70 

l<  T  “  following  is  tne  curre.-.t  suj  |  ly  status  of  the 

brigade: 

Storage  Capacity 

On  Hand 

(a'  Class  I: 

"  rations  (tons) 

15 

15 

2  "C"  rations  (asals) 

18«  j,000 

170,000 

(b)  Cxass  III  (Gal): 

2  JP-4 

25,000 

24,000 

2  Mogas 

22,400 

19,000 

'1  I'tesel 

Am. 

12,400 

10,000 
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(e)  Sine*  the  brigade  is  no  longer  beijg  a  up  ported  by  pis  too* 
driven  helicopters,  there  is  no  longer  s  n*4  for  Avgas. 

(d)  Clsss  Vt  Portions  of  unite  basic  loads  are  stored  in  the 
Brigade  A— unit! on  Dump.  approximately  71 5  2.75  rockets  are  Maintained 
for  the  helicopter  rearming  point  at  the  Brigade  Heliport. 

(7)  The  following  engineer  projects  wore  completed  by  the  87th 
Engineer  Company: 

(a)  1,826  cubic  yards  of  laterite  and  1,421  cubic  yarda  of  send 
were  hauled  to  work  sites  in  the  EMB. 

(b)  Construction  was  complstsd  on  buildings  5023  (30  x  120  Post 
Exchange):  5024  (  20  x  100  PX  Warehouse);  and  4324  (20  x  75  adain/supply 
building  ). 

(c)  Renovation  of  5005  (Brigade  Headquarters);  and  5014  (17  x  40 
extension  of  CG's  Mess). 

(d)  Fut  in  Electrical  Installations  at  buildings  5001  (17  x  40 
AG  Building):  5026  (EM  Open  Mess);  5024  (  20  x  100  PX  Warehouse);  5014 
(17  x  40  exteiision  CG's  Mess;  and  5023  (  30  x  120  Post  Exchange). 

(e)  completed  primary  plumbing  installations  at  5027  (  20  x  100 
B0Q)‘  a  no  continued  plumbing  installations  at  Bde  EM  Club. 

(f)  Foured  Concrete  for  Beptic  tank  at  EM  Club. 

(gy  surveyed  loc  tiona  for  500-aan  mess  at  3/7th  Infantry  area, 
and  for  r  40  x  100  ,«C0  Club. 

(.»)  Presently  under  construction  are  buildings  5025  (  20  x  100  AFO) 
(80%  o^plete);  and  57< 7  (20  x  1U)  storage  shed  at  5/12th  Infintry  area) 
v  '2°'  ..  f  lots) . 

(i)  Constructed  water  tower  aid  erected  tank  for  5026  (Open  Mess); 
49uO  clock  (./12th  area);  5500  block  (2/3d  area);  5100  block  (3/7th  area 
5700  Llocl.  *5/1 2th  area);  7th  Spt  Bn.;  and  Bde  PX. 

(j)  Graded,  excavated  and  spread  pens  prime  for  Bde  Extension  Heli- 
por* ;  46th  Eng r  Bn  (-). 

(k)  Surveyed,  constructed  and  sandbagged  revetments  at  Bde  Bet**- 
sioi  Heliport. 
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(1)  Completed  Cor.  i-.rurt.  vv  \  r.uo  »  -«  i«i^c i.  o£  - 

Me  SxtensLQF  Heliport. 

(*'  Grided  and  shaped  '-u!  r  <*•.*  -a-;  >**<;  b1<.c.. 

(n)  Constructed  chain  liik  scoiu-ity  >e  xt.  »•••  ;  J2>  » r-civ  FX', . 

(o)  Erected  16  x  TO  Mr  a*  jneck  i  otii*  A^pft* ,  'Gamp  Fren- 

v1  l-Jones"., 

(p)  Constructed  r-view.  .ig  stanc.  ■  ,  j.  .t  .*  **r»  . . 

(q)  Renovated  Snack  Bar  Seat  in?  .>r*i 

Cr)  Improved  fortification  of  •  wk*n  \i  t.’-'j  bae  i  v*  .»  te  *. 

(•)  Constructed  Hnd*.r  t'wei  m  .th  nue  Hail  ,ujj 

(t)  Continued  work  on  t'e  a*  -:oi  t*ry  eJer  •  v  U  •  .  .vs  ..  tne  B.Mb. 

Prepared  building  for  tie-ir  with  tin  e>  •  VO  .  \  I  t*r  4*  e.*.  system. 

(u)  General  maintenance  arvJ  re;«s.ir  o'  b*u  fuaua.  Evading  roads  and 
cutting  ditches  for  drainage. 

(v)  r.ow  trust  r  •  rue  r  BK  to  Hart  •  . 

(vr)  Constr.  i'r.  :  se  x.  tft*  foU  .  >ing  areas  '17th  Cav; 

Ked catcher  Training  Center;  Bde  Asan  larrr  **•*  A  Troop.  Vth  Air  car. 

(x)  Prefab  20  x  50  oad  20  x  100  bLildli*  omponenta  for  udain 
bei Mings;  16  x  32  Tbrt  Pramea;  10  x  10  x  ft  and  6x6x6  bunker  kite;  15 

x  14  x  16  Watf:  Tbwer  component? :  t:>wv..,  av.;  ...  >jt  bunker 

kite  were  issued  in  tnis  period. 

(j)  Constructed  berm  ir  ♦  ie  N*  a  <•  yr  (-). 

••  Civil  Af flare  and  /  ^>chj_’.c.v  -  .  ..  _ _ 

v ' )  During  the  reporting  period,  t  .e  \»>nrt  o*  f  1  il  iff.v.iv. 
activities  conducted  by  the  brigade  watt  Erected  towarr,.  ;»•  Qpvetuvurut 
of  Vietnam  (OM)  Civil  Recovery  Pro r ran,  material  and  technical  support 
o!  a  multitude  of  eelf-help  projects,  and  an  axtensiva  medical  civic 
action  program  (HEDCAF).  These  activities  took  place  both  In  Ho  Nai 
Villr.ge  (adjaeent  to  the  Brigade  Mew;  Ba**  ei  I*>i#  bin'-,  bien  Hoa  ■  <.*- 
vine.-;  .■Ajvi  in  thv  Av  .  ;;  1MH  THA*O0  *  'he  b*ic....» 

is  currently  parti  *'.  .  .  •  rrur  Can* I. , 
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Seventh,  and  Eighth  Precincts  of  the  Capital  Military  District  and 
portions  of  Binh  Chanh  and  Nha  Be  Districts,  both  of  which  are  in  Gia 
Dinh  Province.  (See  Incl  4). 

(a)  Reconstruction  of  hoses  destroyed  in  Ho  Nai  Village  during  the 
Tet  Offensive  progressed  slowly,  although  satisfactorily,  due  to  committ¬ 
ments  in  the  TOAN  TWANG  11  AO.  During  the  reporting  period,  twelve 
individual  hones  were  completely  reconstructed.  Work  is  presently  con¬ 
tinuing  on  two  additional  hones.  Material  for  this  work  is  beir^g  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  Tet  Aggression  Relief  Program  (TARP),  a  fund  composed  of 
voluntary  contributions  by  members  of  the  199th  Infantry  Brigade.  Medi¬ 
cal  treatment  is  being  provided  the  residents  of  Ho  Nai  Village  through 
the  Loc  Lam  Dispensary,  operated  ky  the  brigade  in  conjunction  with 
Bien  Hoa  Province.  This  dispensary,  located  in  a  permanent  building, 
consists  of  a  waiting  roos,  a  treatment  room,  a  maternity  room,  ami  three 
semi-private  wards.  Open  six  days  a  week,  the  dispensary  treated  ,Os!  1 
patients  diring  the  reporting  period. 

(b)  Civic  Action  efforts  continued  at  a  high  level  in  the  TOAN  THAI  - 
II  AO  during  the  reporting  period.  To  insure  that  the  effort  of  the 
brigade  was  being  expended  in  the  proper  direction,  all  projects  under¬ 
taken  were  first  coordinated  with  the  Civil  Operations  and  Revolutionary 
Development  Support  (CORDS)  representatives  located  at  the  district  and 
precinct  level  in  the  areas  where  the  brigade  operated.  These  ;  :-oJ*cts 
included  th>  construction  and  repair  of  roads,  bridges,  homes,  schools, 
medic  a.  fa  .ilities,  and  defensive  positions  for  the  Regional  Forces  and 
the  Fopu.  r  Porces;  distribution  ef  foodstuffs  and  clothing  to  refugees 
and  the  needy;  extensive  cleanup,  drainage,  and  reconstruction  of  a 
village  that  was  completely  destroyed  by  the  Tet  Offensive;  conduct  of 
"cour.  '  f-  ir*  operations,  to  include  medical  care,  food  distribution, 
and  e.'tr hainmsnt;  and  an  extensive  MEDCAP  program. 

(  •  There  were  twenty-two  incidents  involving  US  personnel  ar.a/or 
equipment  and  Vietnamese  civilians  duri  ig  the  reporting  period.  Thsse 
incidents  resulted  in  the  payment  or  98,500$VN  in  solatium  payments  to 
-seven  individuals.  Broad  categories  ol’  incidents  are: 

v  .>  Firearms  accidents:  6. 

.b)  MOuor  Vehicle  '  "cidents:  8. 

(c)  Artillery/Mortar  incident:  2. 

«d)  !'''i vilians  injured  as  a  result  ol  response  to  hostile  fire" 

i  deM:  o. 
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(3)  The  Psychological  operations  conducted  by  the  brigade  during 
the  reporting  porlod  continued  to  support  three  main  programs:  The 
Chleu  Hoi  program,  the  Volunteer  Information  Program,  and  a  program 
designed  to  instill  in  the  civilian  popuius  confidence  in  the  Govern- 
ment  of  Vietnam  (bupport  jVN- Program) .  In  addition  to  aarlal  and 
ground  speaker  utilisation  and  dissemination  or  leaflets,  the  brigade 
distributed  patriotic  Shirts  (bearing  the  colors  of  the  Republic 
of  Vietnam  and  a  patriotic  slogan);  play  bails  with  tha  GVN  colors; 
health  kits  consisting  of  soap.,  toothpaste,  a  tooth  brush,  a  comb,  and 
a  wash  cloth,  all  bearing  the  (,'‘N  colors  and  containing  a  health  mes¬ 
sage.  During  cordon  and  search  operations,  a  combined  Civic  Action/ 

1 sycholpgical  Operations  Team  provided  food,  entertainment,  and  medical 
attention  to  the  residents  of  the  village  being  cordoned.  Aimed  Pro* 
paganaa  Teams  (APT' a)  were  utilised  ir.  the  brigade  AO.  These  teams, 
consisting  exclusively  of  Hoi  Chanh's  (I'ovmer  Viet  Cong  or  North  Viet¬ 
namese  Army  Troops  converted  to  the  GVN  thrown  the  Chieu  Hoi  (Open 
Arms ) Program) ,  proved  to  be  quite  efleetive  in  dealing  with  the  civil¬ 
ian  population.  By  living  in  the  villages  ana  identifying  with  the 
people,  the  APT's  were  able  to  gain  ti  je  .pie's  confidence  and  pro* 
cure  intelligence  unattainable  oi  l  *-, 

(U)  Statistical  nummary: 

(a)  Civic  Action  i  r.^eots  Co...:u<:  i  <  •  jii<<  .terns  distributed: 
l  MEIVAP3: 
a  ioo  Lam  Llis; eni.ar.,  ; 
b  Hrigaae  AO:  23,f>?i: 
c  Total:  31  ,t>Vl 
<  oonools: 

Constructed;  11. 
o  Hepoired:  12. 

X  Homes: 

a  Constructed:  18 
o  hepaired:  15. 
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4  Roads: 

a  Constructed:  7. 

b  Repaired:  6. 
jj  Orphanages  Supported:  3 
6  Bridges: 

a  Constructed:  6. 

b  Repaired:  10. 

2  Cement:  40,710  pounds. 

8  Culvert:  Two  12  Inch  pieces. 

2  Lumber:  412,821  board  fast. 

10  Sand:  5  meters, 

1 1  Tin  Hoofing:  167  sheets. 

^2  Asbestos  Ceaent  Roofing  sheets:  54  sheets. 
3ricks:  21,750. 

Foodstuffs:  24,781  pounds. 

J5  Health  iteae:  1,717  pounds  of  soap, 
o  hails:  830  pounds. 

J  1  nt:  15  Quarts. 

18  Whitewash:  1,320  pounus. 

Whitewash  brushes:  o. 

:•<  55  Gallon  arums  (empty):  50. 

2 1_  ueas:  10. 

^2  Chairs:  16. 
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2J  Kits  (School)  i  175. 

24  Hygiene  Kits:  700. 

25  T-Shirts:  750. 

26  Shower  Shoes:  61  pairs. 

22  Toy  bells:  100. 

28  Gypsum  well  board:  7i  tons. 

29  Chopsticks:  400  pair. 

30  Cases  Vitasdn  Tablets:  3. 

31  Paper  lanterns:  10. 

32  Gravel  (truck  loads):  3. 

33  Medical  Supplies  (Assorted):  .J(X»  pounds. 

34  Used  clothing:  1  bundle. 
d)  Psychological  Opera:  ior.'*: 

2  Leaflets  aerially  distribjirJ  supporting  units /by  orgsnlc 

assets; . 

\  Chieu  Hoi:  5,378,000/1 20 
j  Safe  Conduct  Passes:  200,000/25,000. 
c  Volunteer  Information  I r:  2, 000/40, 000. 

d  Support  GVN:  238,OU>/3o,tOO. 

Leaflets  distrib  iloa  r.y  .and* 
a  Chieu  Hoi:  80,000. 
b  Volunteer  Information  Program:  33,000. 
c  Cordon  and  Search:  3 ,000. 
d  Health  Tips:  6,200. 
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i  Aerial  --i  -<>.-ar  uuasa(,e  (by  supporting  units/by  organic  assets), 
a  Chit ii  hoi:  hour  s/2  hours, 

b  Volunteer  Information  Program:  8  hours/1  $  hours, 
c  u oixi on  and  Search:  4  hours/2  hours, 
d  Support  GVN:  10  hours/16^  hours. 

0  .iXMu»i  f  o^ker  Metaa^eu: 

iloi :  .‘V  hours. 

I  iliu.l  •.}»•  ..fcuICtl ;  1  si  hoU|;>. 

\  •!>/.  ■■(■i  j  nf  o.  iuxI  io..  rrc^rau:  1'j  Hours. 

.it-  iltt.c!  i,t,  *  >urs. 


*  * i i  ..Pantry  battalions'  forward  CPs  remained 

,  •  ■} .  Die  ovdtall  •'oununic  ition  systems  remained 

•  •  o  1  >  i  ..  . 

ii.-o.  >.  M  *  !*>'•  ><  J  oiuiei  VHF  oyster,  netween  CHAC  and 
.>  jd  V.pi<al  battalion  ( IIFFORCEV)  was 

<  ud  iv.  u  ».  .  v  .  t\.ur  u.an.v  1  system  between  the  Brigade 


h  ;  .  u  t.r  usiap  AN/MuC-112  equipment  operated  by 

'  ">  ’'.i  Mat.  i  a)  A-ea).  Equipvnt  v  \ j  recently  issued. 

A  '•  -’nannel  VHF  system  between  Brigade 

*’  '/ ;t;  d**j-tj  vaie-l  a.id  replaced  by  a  four 

r-  .  j, j  platoon  (FWD  Area). 


•i  .  • j ,  •  -.li’ier  the  Ah/PtiC-77  and  TSEC/JCY-38 

it  i ■  !  n  .•  ».-♦  iioru;  {/ivii4g  them  secure  voice 

"*i  .  .j  -i  Teletype  Team  (Ha'll*)  from  CMAC  became 
-I*-  -P  to  supj ort  the  Brigade  in  the 
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(6)  A  Mobile  Jump  teaa  consisting  basically  of  a  AN/VRC-49  accom¬ 
panied  tht  199th  Infantry  Brigade  Task  Force  on  the  following  operations! 
IMkJC,  14-15  October,  FERRET,  IB-1 9  October,  RHINO,  23-24  October,  and 
HIPPO,  28-29  October.  The  mobile  teaa  operated  a»  the  NCS  station  in 
the  Task  Force  Command  Net  and  as  a  Station  in  the  brigade  secure  net. 

(7)  The  comuni c& tions  posture  on  31  October  for  the  brigade  was 
as  follows: 

(a)  Radio  Relay  Systems: 

1  The  53o  Signal  battalion  operated  the  relay  station  at  Signal 
rtillT 

2  CMAC  operated  the  terminal  at  their  site. 

2  The  296th  Signal  Platoon  operated  the  remaining  terminal  stations. 

(b)  Radio. 

2  Brigade  Forward  and  FSPb  Hr  rseshor*  .-<>nd: 
a  Brigade  Connand  Net.-FM  f  nr>n-“:  . 

b  brigade  Secure  Net-FM  (  serur*  • 

£  CMAC  Comnand  Nt  t-K  M  \  nr  u-;  •••  '.  ■ 
d  CMAC  Secure  Net-KM  (sec-ui 
e  Spare  Net-FM  ( non-sec ur e ) . 

f  Artillery  Comnand  Net  for  LM'  '  'n'n-s.c.ire). 
g  ALO  Net-FM,  AM  arr.  t.i!.- 
2  Brigade  Rear  TOC  at  Camj  °‘rei.T*v'  — ■ 
a  IIFFQhCEV  Command  Net-FM  1  o  ■  u  >  . 

b  IIFFf.iCEV  Secure-net  KM  (:.e"irel  on  .**.11, 

£  tiri^de  Command  Net-KK  (ijwi-:..  cui-e, . 
d  Brigade  Secure  wet-FM  (i.ecme). 
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2  Infantry  Battalions! 

a  Each  Infantry  Battalion  opsratsd  a  Coaand  Mat  and  a  Logistic* 
net.” 

b  Each  Inf.ntry  Company  opsratsd  a  commnd  not. 

* 

4  Artillriy  Battalion! 

a  Ths  2 /40th  Artillary  Battalion  o  par  a  tad  a  covand  not  and  nonitorsd 
the  fii-ir^  batteries  nets. 

b  Bach  Firing  Battsry  operated  a  Firs  Direction  Met. 

(c)  Wiis: 

2  Wire  li  Mb  were  limited  to  local  distribution  within  ths  CPs 
and  fron  battalion  to  conpany  level  when  possible. 

2  Switchboards: 

a  hsucatcher  Forward  TOC  switchboard  utilised  an  AN/fcTC-10  with 
a  ou  line  cjpacity  of  which  42  jacks  wars  filled. 

t  i«*t  catcher  tte.»r  TOC  £  x  chboard  utilised  an  SB-86/PT  Switchboard 
with  a  i.o  line  capacity  of  which  4C  jacks  were  filled. 

_  .n*  Infantry  Battalions  and  the  Artillery  Battalion  utilised 

(>.  ...  Z  •/ PT  Switchboards  stacked  for  a  total  cf  a  29  line  capacity. 

■  r;  )..uiu>ticat  i  *iu.  oeni 

;')<e  Brije.is  hoar  Coujuiwc.  t  i.ns  Center  at  Camp  Prensell-Jonee  was 
twe-  f  HCC-17  Te  Is  type  I'sntr&l  Office  dismounted.  It  terminated  one 
FCV  line  cir-.uit  f rot.  IIK^OhCEV  and  one  HDX  on-line  circuit  to  brig- 

a.i  ..-ward  i:F. 

Thr  Jrij  ...a  uuaiiurri  cations  Center  at  FSPB  Horseshoe  Bend  was  an 
It  ic,  ...hated  on  HDX  on-line  circuit  to  Brigade  Rear  CP  and 

•  .  D-  •  t.  li.'K.  .  irenit  to  ^nAC, 

j  .  -  .if-.  .4  .'tee  w< 4.o;«.’-icted  for  units  at  Camp  Frensell-Jones 

-no  to  ti'Ma^uartn.;  U  USaDV  and  1IFF0KCEV.  Messenger  Service  was  pro- 
ided  between  brigade  Forward  am  Brigade  Hear  with  a  stop  at  CMAC  twice 
i  ily. 
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(•)  Radio  Teletype t  a  radio  teletype  taaa  organic  to  CHAC  supported 
tha  brigade  at  tha  Forward  CP  in  the  CMAC  KATT  net. 

(f)  Power:  mein  power  was  provided  by  a  36kv  coaaercial  dieael 
generator  with  two  lOkw  and  one  5kw  gasoline -driven  generators  aa  backup. 

i.  Public  Information. 

(1)  During  the  period ,  the  40, th  Public  Information  Detachment  and 
attached  peraonnal  continued  to  provide  coverage  for  brigade  activities 
and  began  working  on  the  first  issue  of  the  new  twice-monthly  biigads 
newspaper,  "The  Redcatcher" ,  The  funds  were  approved  by  the  Central 
Welfare  Fund,  United  States  Ar ay,  Vietnam  for  publication  of  both  the 
newspaper  end  s  yearly  magazine.  The  contract  between  Tosho  Publishing 
Com.,  Ltd,  and  the  Central  Welfare  Fund  was  prepared  by  the  Information 
Office  and  approved  by  the  Brigade  Staff  Judge  Advocate  and  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Central  Welfare  Fund.  The  newspaper  is  ejected  to  cone 
out  in  the  latter  part  of  November.  The  Information  Office  continues 

to  increase  the  good  relations  with  tne  civilian  press  media.  Pre-elec¬ 
tion  coverage  was  especially  good  within  the  t  ripade  due  to  the  rearness 
of  the  AO  to  Saigon.  Information  Of  fin  r  ‘ijecialista  within  the 

brigade  have  been  appointed  and  plat'd  or  c -»r  ^  c.  tent  c.-iers  in  all  comp- 
ar.y-eiee  units.  This  is  to  insure  that  eic!  nit  v;i'  receive  adequate 
ca\«rage  in  the  newspaper,  a?  there  is  <ni;  Ti  writer  anc  one  photogra¬ 
pher  in  the  Information  Office  for  ea or.  ever-  in  the  brigade.  A 

guidance  sheet  was  distributed  and  a^.1  ir*r  rmation  personnel 

were  tciefed  on  their  functions  and  u.  . 

(2)  The  following  is  a  breakoown  xi  the  )  '*  t  i  .ci.i  information 
Detachewnt  activities* 

(l)  News  heleases  -  4b. 

vb)  licture  Releasee  -  J2, 
c)  Hometown  News  Heleases  -  *  -*4. 

(d)  Hometown  Mcture  Releases  -  72. 

(e.  H  metewn  Tapes  -  1 39. 

(f)  Prese  Briefings  and  Interviews  -  F. 

(g)  Newe  Media  Visite  -  91. 

x hy  Hometown  TV  Film  Clips  -  130. 
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(3)  Hi  U4U  inr  taiiM  Mm  Oenter  Qemrterly  lopvli  VSvtl 

Qartor.  Ptaoil  Year  tfH|  treated  100  par  Ml  waaga  of  w  >  . 

vlilia  Hk  awt  there  lr  thla  UfaMtlea  Offtai.  No  alter  oM  i  '  e  t 
wit  la  Vlatma  aehievei  100  pareant  uae  of  Udr  flla  dipt,  Bm 
ilnhwl  alto  submitted  aaro  film  clips  of  IMa  akN  mi  HT  «M» 

wit  la  IVM.  wteept  the  flrot  Air  Cavalry  Divlpia*#  Bit  teteihtehl 
•loo  hat  100  partial  ueage  of  lto  hoaatom  jisfcaree. 

(4)  The  photographic  oootloa  la  beving  ccwtlaecd  predate  with  j 

the  firaa  la  the  field.  All  of  the  praiaat  a— area  wa  tel  o»i  to-r 
withe toad  aataol  field  uae,  deepite  nan  proaoitloa  lr  DM  iMHo- 
grapbars.  Materprctf  pUotlo  bogs  have  helped  eeam,  bat  tMo  aatawa 

of  tho  terrain  la  the  present  A0  onmhlncd  with  tbo  rotaaH  aaatooa 
ooooon  hoa  token  a  toll  of  photographic  equipment.  Tho  Zafoiwotloa 
Offloo  now  hoa  all  of  tho  iirforwation  and  photographar  oloto  filled, 
hut  at  loaat  half  of  tho  roplaoawtns  art  bo  inf  trained  oa  thojah  la 
tholr  dutioo.  Only  a  few  have  booa  Any  echool-treined  la  Unto  NO!  • 
tho  now  Information  Offlooro  vara  aealgned  to  tho  offloo  during  Ih&o 
ro porting  period  to  fill  tho  two  0-2  alota. 

i.  M  iafle &sas§&* 

(T)  During  tha  quarter  thla  caawand  paid  $$,153.60  la  poraoaal 
property  elaiao  to  U.3.  military  Personnel.  Tho  broahdowa  la  aa  faMaaai 


mm 

0LAIAC 

lUMtt  MTI> 

Aueust 

22 

$3,«K.37 

September 

6 

1,276.23 

October 

_ 92afiB 

TOTAL 

,*>9 

$5,158.60 

(2‘.  solatium  payt.  >»t».  of  70,000$VN  were  aide  to  Ylotnawaoe  aatla»> 
frt  parson&l  property  damage  and  personal  injury.  13  olalaa  filed 
b>  Vlotnawaa*  ration* !  i  under  the  Foreign  C  la  lee  Act,  AA  27-2$,  waro 
ir  e*'j gated  and  pruo  shoo.  The  n.ijor  claim  wee  by  the  Khal  flab 
Fiinnet  Kadtei  for  o  mpation  and  use  of  the  factory  ae  tho  brigade 
forward  tact(~ui  opo.ai  .01  -  -enter.  The  elala  wae  for  3,806 ,240fri 
per  month  sln^e  the  occupation  began  and  for  each  month  of  coatlamad 
uoe.  Tho  cl  aim  was  Investigated  and  forwarded  to  the  Foreign  Claiao 
Coemi.sion. 

(3)  Th*  breakdown  of  Non  judicial  pwiiehaent  imposed  during  the 
reporting  period  is  be  low  t 
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unit 

m 

m 

an 

im 

2/3d  Inf 

14 

t 

1  14 

3* 

3/7th  Inf 

19 

17 

10 

44 

4/1 2th  Inf 

10 

7 

5 

22 

5/1 2  th  Inf 

31 

24 

26 

81 

2/40th  Arty 

10 

7 

9 

26 

7th  Spt  Bn 

9 

4 

15 

28 

HHC  199th 

7 

17 

« 

32 

87th  Engr. 

2 

6 

6 

14 

Trp  D,  17th  Cav 

1 

0 

_ £ 

TOTAL: 

104 

91 

93 

288 

(4)  Court  nartial  rttea  continual  bo  lew  tha  overall  Any  lovol. 
Continuod  commend  emphasis  it  being  placed  on  expeditious  processing 
and  forwarding  of  ehargss.  Forwarding  indorootaanta  to  the  general 
court-Martlal  convening  authority  include  explanation  of  any  delay 
In  forwarding  the  chargoa.  In  keeping  with  USAhV  policy  on  reducing 
tin  individuals  spend  in  confinement,  personnel  arc  normally  released  f roe 
conf ineeent  after  30  days  unless  they  are  pending  additional  chargee 
or  elimination.  Increased  eephasie  is  being  placed  on  inforning  ac¬ 
cused  persons  of  the  right  to  request  dleehargs  in  lisu  of  court-ear- 
tial.  Sush  action  has  rsduoed  the  court  eartial  rats  of  bobs  batta¬ 
lions.  a  slseancy  and  rehabilitation  prograa  is  in  operation.  Indivi¬ 
duals  are  transferred  to  different  battalions  after  release  from  con¬ 
finement.  The  reward  has  not  been  as  great  ae  hoped  for  b>  u>e  :j<mend. 
Muiy  of  the  individuals  transferred  have  been  confined  again  by  the 
r«»  unit  for  infractions  of  military  low.  Tha  breakdown  of  courts  ear- 
tial  is  bslewt 

GfcNdhAL  COU'T-HaRIIAL 

UMIT  AUQ  3 IP  OCT  TOTAL 

3Ath  tOOt 
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J2B2  iB 

2/Jd  Inf  2 

3/7th  Inf  2 

4/1 2th  Inf  6 

5/1 2th  Inf  4 

2/40th  Arty  5 

7th  Spt  6 

HHC  2 

87th  Ingr  0 

D/1 7th  Cmr  __g 

TOTALS  27 


•  >- 


* 


4 


•  :  r 


2/3d  Inf 
3/7th  Inf 
4/1 2th  Inf 
5/1 2th  Inf 
* /40th  Arty 
7th  Spt 
TOTALS 


0 

0 

0 

0 

t 

-2 

I 


I 

1 

0 

t 

0 

J_ 

4 


0 
1 
0 
1  • 
0 
_0 
2 


oomplmtm  breakdown  of  lngal  miiUno, 
tno  porlod  arm  am  follow*  i 


t 

2 

0 

2 

1 

J 

7 

qmm  handled  during 
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m 

m 

£3 

JSSbSt 

Adoption  and  dung*  of  nano 

2 

2 

3 

7 

Citiseadkip,  Inaigratioo  and 
Paooport 

3 

5 

4 

12 

Civil  Right* 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Oonsatie  Eolation* 

14 

17 

•  15 

46 

Depootiona 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Non-support 

2 

0 

1 

3 

Notarization* 

5 

10 

18 

41 

Personal  Finances,  D*bts 

9 

7 

6 

22 

Personal  Proporty 

21 

10 

6 

37 

hover*  of  Attorney 

23 

10 

12 

45 

Real  Property 

2 

0 

0 

2 

Taxation 

0 

2 

2 

4 

Tort* 

0 

0 

0 

O 

Will*  and  iatatea 

3 

2 

2 

7 

Miscellaneous 

11 

J£t 

M 

-21 

TOTAl* 

99 

124 

109 

332 

h  0«t  Rar*hal 

V  .  .n*  Marshal  initiated  a  program  to  inprovo  tho  oonduet 

and  uplmraoM  p*raonn*l  id  thin  tho  96.  ftrthMpit  oorroetloa* 
are  ihjda  by  lf%  wi  non  no— 1»«1  nnod  of  floor*  and  of  floor*.  Th*  >pp*>r» 
»u.e  of  military  personal  on  tho  BNB  Inprnvsi  *oasid*rably  during  th* 
past  quarter. 


(2)  An  additional  NP  patrol  was  ^ilcyil  fm  1000-2400  hour* 
daily  to  inoroaoo  tho  Mount  of  provoafcivo  o*for*«n*at  utilisod  by 
th*  Provost  Marohal.  This  patrol  1*  uood  in  th*  ••otitis*  aroao  nhtro 
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* 

pwlwtlw  nw»A4«g  hi  not  yet  boon  Installed.  Zt  1*  Um  hm4  Ur 

■1011)  IMtfUr  inspections  ttWlgUBt  BO. 

(3)  Jhi  n»mb#r  of  acaidmita  and  the  nuaber  of  Inc  Ideate  involving 
the  lnprspor  utilisation  of  governnent  vehicles  declined  oIdm  the 
UtttotUi  of  199th  Infantry  Brigade  Regulation  50-4,  Transportation 
and  Travel,  dated  20  Bptrtir  I960.  Cnaplianct  with  thlo  regulation 
laarM  that  the  nuaber  of  aooidoata  will  riaain  alaiaal. 

(4)  On  Id  Ootobor  I960,  Cham*  1  to  USARV  Rag  643-20.  Mar  Trephine, 
aaa  published.  Thin  e  hangs  inoraaaaa  tha  responsibilities  of  tb>  loaal 
Pirmit  Mental  ia  tha  registration  of  war  trophies.  OD  Fora  603  Mat 
BOW  ba  executed  kj  tha  local  Provost  Marshal  or  tha  USAHAC  PH.  the 
change  aloe  authorised  local  PNa  to  issue  a  Tsaporary  Export  Lioansa. 

(5)  As  a  result  of  a  surrey  conducted  by  tha  Office  of  the  Pro- 
seat  Marshal,  a  standardised  system  for  licensing  and  testing  vehicle 
operators  was  initiated. 

(6)  A  continual  effort  has  been  initiated  to  insure  eoapllanoe 
with  USARV  Rag  210-5  regarding  privately-owned  weapons.  All  provataly 
owned  weapons  are  registered  with  the  Office  of  the  Provost  Marshal  and 
eeoured  in  tbs  company  eras  room.  Coswanders  conduct  periodic,  una»» 
nounoed  inspections  to  insure  that  no  privately  owned  weapons  rwsln 
in  the  possession  of  personnel. 

(7)  lbs  Offioe  of  the  Provost  Marshal  continued  to  atraas  a  posi¬ 
tive  law  enf oroeaant  program.  Coswanders  ware  urged  to  initiate  a 
poeiti.e  campaign  to  decrease  larosrr  of  private  property,  the  muter 
of  t raffle  accident*,  and  aduoats  all  personnel  on  the  use  of  nsroetiss. 

1.  C  he  plain  Activities. 

(1)  Tie  religious  coverage  for  the  199th  Infkntry  Brigade  included 
services  for  Rowan  Catholic  and  Protestant.  Manorial  Services  were 
held  in  each  unit  where  servicemen  were  killed  ar  died.  Information 
wee  provided  to  all  pereonnel  interested  in  d.-:  tool  national  ear  vise  e. 

The  Seomuents  are  always  provided  as  well  se  religious  instruction. 
Counselling,  orientations,  visits  to  hospitals,  the  stockade,  tad  Weep 
areas  continued  to  establish  a  good  rapport  between  the  Chaplains  and  the 
wan.  The  wore  than  adequate  Chaplain  coverage  within  the  Brigade  for 
Religious  Activities  end  other  words  support  highlights  the  overall 
coverage  by  the  brigade  Chaplains.  Chapel  attendance  continues  to  be 
satisfactory. 
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(2)  Statistical  report  for  period  1  August-31  October  1968: 


ATTENDANCE 

Number  of  Services: 

633 

13,824 

Number  of  Memorial  Services: 

22 

1,760 

Orientations: 

13 

1,560 

Hospital  Visits: 

161 

627 

Counselling  Cases: 

666 

Letters  to  Churches: 

444 

Letters  of  Condolence: 

64 

m.  Finance. 

The  major  operation  or  activity  of  the  current  reporting  period 
was  the  announcement  and  completion  of  Conversion  Day  (C.-Day).  The 
first  conversion  of  military  payment  certificates  in  Vietnam  occurred 
on  21  October  1968.  Upon  the  official  announcement  of  C-Day, 
normal  finance  office  operations  ceased  and  immediate  implementation 
ot  Operation  C-Day  began.  The  actual  business  of  conversion  with  the 
Finance  Office  was  smooth  and  efficient.  Preparation  included  briefing 
of  finance  personnel,  stockage  of  pertinent  forms  and  review  of  orders 
to  insure  that  orders  for  Conversion  Agents  remained  current.  Priority 
ot  conversion  was  given  to  the  Post  Office,  Post  Exchange,  and  other 
non-appropr iated  activities  to  insure  a  rapid  return  to  normal  business 
fo*-  those  activities.  The  conversion  for  individuals  was  handled 
through  conversion  agents,  appointed  on  orders.  Individual  conversions 
were  completed  during  the  first  three  days  of  C-Day. 

n.  Brigade  Surgeon. 

(1)  The  health  of  the  command  shows  an  average  admission  rate  ot 
5 '00/ 1 000 /annum,  and  a  daily  non-effectiveness  in  respect  to  si  ;k  days 
as  an  average  >£  353  per  month.  The  highest  rates  were  during  the 
month  of  September  when  the  brigade  was  active  in  its  extended  AO  to 
the  west  of  Saigon  and  most  of  the  admissions  were  casualties  from  booby 
treps. 
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(2)  Malaria  ihaad  an  inoraaM  in  the  nuaber  of  oaaaa  especially 
during  tha  aontha  of  September  (25  eaaaa)  and  Oetobar  (20  oaaaa).  Tha 
monthly  rata  of  eaaaa  during  tha  jrevioua  reporting  period  ranged  froa 
3  to  7  oaaaa.  Thia  inoraaaa  that m  tha  affect  of  operating  In*® 

area  with  a  high  aoequito  population. 

(3)  The  Incidence  of  diarrhea  reaained  about  the  aaaa  aa  tha  pre- 
vious  reporting  period  (average  of  30/1 000/amua) .  Tha  higheet  incidence 
was  diring  the  no  nth  of  Septaaber  when  40  oaaea  ware  reported.  Thia 
shorn  the  effect  of  a  low  level  of  sanitation  whan  a  unit  began  opera¬ 
tions  In  a  new  area. 

(4)  The  venereal  disease  rate  has  progressively  increased  aaoh 
■onth  until  a  now  high  of  162  cases  were  reported  during  Septe^>er. 
Emphasis  on  the  purchase  of  prophylactics  froa  unit  funds  did  not  have 
aiqr  apparent  effect  on  the  nuaber  of  cases.  Research  into  tha  problsa 
revealed  that  the  poor  quality  of  the  prophylactics  than  available 
during  the  months  of  August  and  September  discouraged  aany  units  from 
buying  them.  The  Post  Sxchaigt  Officer  was  notified  and  ha  was  able 
to  obtain  4,032  good  quality  prophylactics  for  aale  in  the  PI. 

(5)  Skin  and  cellular  disease  were  greatly  increased  during  tha 
month  of  Septaaber  when  the  brigade  was  operating  in  an  inundated  area. 
The  nuaber  of  eases  of  foot  diseases  were  2|  tinea  tha  usual  nuaber.  An 
extensive  program  of  command  emphasis  on  foot  care  wsa  started  in  which 
an  officer  inspected  the  feet  of  the  men  in  his  unit  daily. 

(o)  The  nuaber  of  cases  of  hepatitis  tripled  (19)  durir^  the  month 
of  oeptenber,  but  fell  to  a  new  low  of  only  3  cases  during  October. 
Extensive  operations  in  the  n«v  brigade  AO  where  the  area  sanitation 
was  low  was  thought  to  be  the  ttin  factor  in  causing  the  increase  in 
hepatitis  cases. 

(?)  Field  Sanitation  Teane  appointed  during  tha  month  of  August 
wem  Trained  and  certified  by  a  team  of  instructors  from  the  20th 
Preventive  Medicine  Detachment  during  the  month  of  September. 

(0)  New  latrines  were  designed  by  the  87th  Engineers  and  distri¬ 
buted  to  all  the  line  companies  during  the  month  of  Septaaber.  An 
improver1  burn  barrel  was  designed  during  the  month  of  October  to  com¬ 
pensate  For  the  absence  of  urine  deflectors.  Handles  cut  near  the  top 
of  the  barrels  facilitated  the  handling  of  heavy  barrels. 

(9)  Th»  Battalion  Surgeons  and  Corpamsn  held  MXDCAP  in  many  hamlets 
and  village  of  the  brigade  AO.  A  total  of  20,000  patients  were  seen  and 
treated. 
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2.  (C)  Section  2,  Lessons  Learned:  Commander's  Observations,  Evalu¬ 

ations,  and  Recommendations. 


a.  Personnel . 

(1)  Foot  Problems  Due  To  Prolonged  Exposure  to  Water. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Troops  operating  in  inundated  areas  will  have 
fungal  and/or  bacterial  infection  of  the  feet  and/or  lower  legs  if 
exposed  to  watery  terrain  for  more  than  48  hours.  Some  individuals  can 
tolerate  longer  exposure  than  others  before  maceration  and  infection 
occur . 

(b)  EVALUATION:  There  are  many  approaches  to  preventing  foot 
problems.  Frequent  changes  of  socks,  air  drying  of  the  feet  and  wear¬ 
ing  of  shower  shoes  are  all  helpful.  The  exact  status  of  an  individ¬ 
ual's  feet  can  only  be  determined  by  periodic  examination  of  the  feet 
by  a  responsible  individual.  The  responsible  officer  will  then  have 
some  idea  of  the  condition  of  his  troops  and  will  know  whether  or  not 
they  can  tolerate  additional  exposure  to  water. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  Commend  emphasis  on  daily  inspection  of  the 
feet  of  individuals  involved  in  operations  in  inundated  areas  by  the 
officer  responsible  tor  the  unit  helps  alleviate  the  foot  problem. 

(2)  Utilizing  Non-School  Trained  Personnel  as  Military  Policemen. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Both  Military  Police  platoons  experienced  a 
shortage  of  personnel  and  it  became  necessary  to  utilize  personnel 
that  were  not  school  trained  Military  Policemen.  After  instruction 
and  on-the-job  training,  these  personnel  have  become  excellent  Mili¬ 
tary  Policemen. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  153d  Military  Police  Platoon  and  the  Head¬ 
quarters  and  Headquarters  Company  Military  Police  Plate  n  were  experi¬ 
encing  difficulty  fulfilling  comrai tment s  because  of  the  critical 
shortage  cf  personnel.  During  this  period,  personnel  with  a  45B10 
IDS  could  not  be  acquired  through  the  replacement  system.  Over  200 
records  were  screened  in  Redcatcher  Training  Center  and  approximately 
twenty- seven  individual s  were  selected  for  Military  Police  duty  after 
personal  interviews  were  conducted.  Selections  were  made  based  on 
individual  driver  qualification  scores,  height,  weight,  education 

and  attitude.  Personnel  were  then  given  twenty  hours  of  formal  instruc¬ 
tions  before  being  assigned  Military  Police  duties.  Each  individual 
was  then  trained  on-the-job  with  an  experienced  MP  until  the  determina¬ 
tion  was  made  that  he  could  perform  effectively. 
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(e)  KECOtMtMUTlONi  Non. 

b.  Operation. 

(1)  Artillonr  Firo  Control. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Stringent  roquir— nta  lapooad  onertillevy 
firing  into  tho  densely  populated  area  around  Saigon  have  noooaaitatod 
signif leant  changes  in  tha  battalion' a  fira  control  proeaduraa. 

(b)  EVALUATIONS  While  tha  battalion  fire  direction  cantor  (FDC) 
axerciaed  only  United  technical  fira  direction,  priaarily  aoni taring 
registrations  and  metro  computations,  tha  control  of  firaa  baa  bean 
centralized  at  battalion  FDC.  Target  a  of  opportunity  are  attacked 
conventionally,  with  tha  call  for  fira  paaaing  directly  to  a  battery 
from  the  forward  observer  or  through  tha  a**tillery  liaison  officer  if 
transmission  relay  is  1  squirsd,  Unobservsd  fixes  are  integrated,  plan¬ 
ned,  and  coordinated  at  tha  battalion  FDC  under  a  Program  of  Unobaerved 
Fires  (PUF).  Tha  PUP  la  ptodneqd  'oaa  daily,  baaip  from  intelligence 
information,  analysis  of  previously  acquired  targets  to  pin-point  areas 
of  activity,  targets  submitted  by  forward  obaervers  and  liaison  officers 
aid  from  interdiction  fires  planned  to  fill  gaps  in  maneuver  positions 
or  deny  suspected  rocket  launch  sites.  The  extent  of  the  FUF  for  any 
gi*en  day  dejenda  on  three  f actors i  samnition  availability,  targeting 
information,  and  number  of  fire  unite  available.  The  PUP  is  modified 
during  the  night  to  eliminate  targets  which  are  adjacent  to  arose  taken 
under  fire  i  respons  to  radar  and/or  visual  sightings.  Ely  using  the 
PUP,  the  i>~  tTilion  FDC  insures  that  ammunition  expenditures  on  unob¬ 
served  targe  .a  represent  the  beat  plenrzd  use  of  available  assets  and 
assists  in  categorizing  targets  for  reporting. 

(c)  h  HENDATION:  That  all  artillery  battalions  be  enjoined 

to  exercise  rfie  maximum  centralized  control  of  fires  even  though  mass¬ 
ing  of  flr^j  ia  not  feasible  throughout  the  battalion. 

(2)  re  Clearance  Procedures. 

(a  CESSATION:  The  entire  problem  of  fira  clsaranoe  poeea  a 
significant  burden  on  both  fire  planner  and  the  fire  unit. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  In  most  cases,  in  the  Saigon  area,  clearances 
must  be  secured  from  US,  ARVN  and  GVN  agencies  for  each  target  area; 
however,  the  district  advisory  teams  are  able  to  secure  AEVN  and  GEN 
simultaneously  upon  request.  Where  ever  possible,  the  artillery  lia¬ 
ison  officer  with  the  maneuver  battalion  obtains  ell  clearances  for 
fires  within  the  supported  battalion's  AO,  The  artillery  liaison  ef— 
ficsr  «.t  bri  obtains  the  clearances  in  those  areas  of  the  brigade 
AO  whic 'i  are  not  assigned  to  a  battalion.  This  procedure  works  wall 
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and  facilitates  simultaneous  support  of  widely  separat  ed  operations. 
Note  that  while  the  clearaneee  are  decentralised  for  r*f  id  r^ponse, 
fire  control  remains  centralised  to  insuie  that  safety  criteria  are 
observed  and  fires  fit  the  context  of  responding  with  the  "measured 
use  of  artillery*. 

(c)  KECQMMEKLATION:  None. 

(3)  Augmentation  of  Organic  Artillery. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Supro.  ting  a  light  infantry  brigade  operating 
in  such  a  large  AO  has  required  additional  artillery  in  the  General 
Support  Reinforcing  (GSR)  role  to  provide  the  required  degree  of 
covera re  (three  batteries  on  each  operation  of  platoon  size  and 
larger) . 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  2d  Battalion,  40th  Artillery  h»s  four  lO^oe 
Howitzer  batteries  organic,  two  105mm  Howitzer  batteries  G.R,  one 
I55nia  Howitzer  (SP)  battery  GSR,  and  one  8  inch/1 75nn  Gun  (SP)  battery 
G Sti.  This  mix  of  caliber  affords  great  flexibility  in  ♦:«  attack  of 
targets  and  reduces  the  number  of  displacements  r>*q  ,ir  i  f  r  support 
of  operations. 

(c)  luAJOMME  MOTION:  Wherever  possible.  Force  Art*  -  assets  be 

placed  in  GSR  of  the  light  infantry  brigade  direct.  .v.  •  battalion 

to  augment  the  fires  on  a  responsive  basis. 

;4)  Consideration  of  Tides  and  Season  Changes  :  vtj.ua  lion  of 
Enen^r  capabilities. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  There  are  numerous  factor?  in  ,<tion  of  eneigy 
capat '.l* ties  of  navigation  of  streams  and  waterways.  .  .  . -cates  must 
be  based  on  the  enemy's  capabilities  to  use  the  water  rutes.  Navig¬ 
ability  on  some  water  ways  depends  directly  on  tide3  .  m  sacs  cases 
i  ^‘-eonal  rains. 

>  >  )  EVALUATION:  In  the  central  and  southern  II  i  or  .  3  area  the 
wa".  n-aye  represent  the  most  important  lines  of  tomniin.  :stion3  for  the 
V All  of  the  VC  base  and  staging  areas  are  oonner  t  -r  ty  n.jaerous 
c.a..ala  ?nd  streams,  offering  the  enenqr  excellent  rout-:?  01  infiltration, 
.ngress  and  regress.  On  many  streams  in  central  and  ■.'»•. ‘.hern  III  Corps, 
i.r.e  tide  differences  and  the  monsoon  season  influence  .  <e  navigability 
f  ‘.he  waterways  considerably.  Streams  that  sees  tc  c-o  inadequate  for 
wai*  r  transportation  during  the  dry  season,  may  be  fuxiy  navigable 
luring  the  wet  monsmon  season.  These  streams  are  furl  '  e  influenced  by 
uhe  tides.  It  has  been  noted  that  the  VC  are  conduci .  .g  most  of  their 
•.•att"wa  rosupply  during  the  wet  season,  when  the  r.v  'ability  is  at  its 
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but. 

(o)  RKCOMEMUTIONi  To  be  able  to  evaluate  the  eneqr  capabilities 
to  use  the  waterways,  a  data  Had  waterway  a  study  must  ba  eondoetad. 

This  atudjr  will  serve  aa  a  baaia  for  planning  of  ground  and  water  inter¬ 
diction  aa  wall  as  preparation  of  riverine  operations.  It  ie  further 
necessary  to  continuously  update  this  stilly,  •especially  whan  the  seasons 
chaise. 

(5)  Census  -  Population  and  Resources  Control  In  Counter-Infra¬ 
structure  Operations.  '  ”  '  '  ' 

(a)  ObSEHVATIONt  in  ideal  aid  in  Cordon  and  Search  operations  is 
a  complete  census  of  the  couaunity  within  the  area  of  operation.  In 
■oat  cases,  these  documents  are  nonexistent.  The  constant  novas  of 
population  control  problems. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Census  and  Oievanoea  Coassittee  under  the  National 
Police  Special  Branch  is  nonally  responsible  for  taking  oeneua.  This 
task  can  not  be  readily  accoaqplished  due  to  security  probleaa.  During 
cordon  and  search  operations  the  security  is  easily  taken  care  of  and 
the  Census  and  Grievances  teams  can  accomplish  their  tasks  with  relative 
ease.  Coordination  has  to  oe  effected  through  District  and  Province 
Intelligence  advisors.  The  Census  and  Grievances  tease  nonally  bring 
their  own  National  Police  support.  The  Caouaander  of  the  search  element 
■ust  insure  that  all  inhabitants  of  the  conunity  are  directed  toward  the 
cens'  .  point.  Psychological  Operations  Team,  entertainment,  MEDCAP,  and 
othe.  aid  activities  should  be  established  in  the  near  vicinity.  Moat 
effective  system  of  census  was  found  to  be  "family  albumf.  Photographs 
are  taken  of  ent  ire  family  groups  and  forms  indicating  the  news,  birth  ■ 
dates,  birth  places  and  current  residences  for  each  wnber  of  the  family 
ar  accomplished.  Folders  of  hamlets  and  villages  can  be  assembled  and 
dlssa-iinated  to  the  District,  Province  and  the  unit  operating  in  the 
area  The  counterintelligence  section  has  the  capability  to  provide 

..acil  stance  such  aa  photography  and  equipwnt.  A  complete 
lifting  of  all  residents  within  a  community  is  a  tremendous  aid  in  Cor¬ 
don  and  Search  operations.  It  aids  the  commander  and  the  intelligence 
officer  in  determining  who  belongs  to  the  community,  who  la  missing  or 
who  is  there  at  the  tine  of  the  cordon  and  search  operations. 

(ci  h EC OME (CATION:  Conaand  emphasis  on  census  should  be  stressed* 
It  must  be  primarily  accomplished  by  the  Vietnawee.  The  people  should 
be  handled  courteously,  and  the  entire  operation  must  show  efficiency  and 
a  definite  purpose .  Thorough  coordination  with  tha  Census  and  Gbiew- 
ances  team*,  National  Police,  District  Officials  end  troope  on  the  ground 
must  La  wda. 
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(6)  Safety  While  CMlM  Wfcjfrr. 

(a)  OBSEKVATIOII:  Inilividual  equipnsnt  makes  water  crossing 
difficult. 

(b)  EVALUATION  Crossings  arc  alow  and  hazardous. 

(e)  RECOIflENDATlON:  That  aaeh  unit  carry  at  least  one  rope 
(120*)  for  un  as  a  safety  lira;  also  that  each  nan  be  equipped  with 
snap  link  to  use  with  the  safety  line  while  Baking  water  crossings. 

(7)  nnah.*.  in  Cultivated  Pineapple  Areas. 

(a)  OBSHtVATION:  Symmetric  planting  of  pineapple  in  rows  Unit 
visibility  and  nake  a  unit  vulnerable  to  enemy  fire  when  on  the  nerve. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  The  terrain  of  pineapple  areas  forces  stringent 
control  neasures  for  maxinun  protection. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  The  following  points  should  be  considered 
when  planning  operations: 

J_  Axis  of  advance  should  place  wind  to  the  back  m  tne  event  gas 
can  be  used. 

2  If  possible,  walk  artillery  before  the  advan-'** . 

.'lake  maximum  use  of  reconnaissance  by  fire. 

Extra  enoke  grenades,  hand  grenades,  and  h-79  r..' iris  are  highly 
recommended. 

«'  fc  Protective  Masks. 

(a)  OboEKVATiON:  Protective  mask  filters  become  clogged  and 
ir.op  rative  when  naaks  get  wet.  Protective  amsk  plastic  waterproof 
ba  S  d  >  not  adequately  protect  naeks  fron  noisture. 

1  b)  EVALUATION:  It  is  a  requirement  to  have  pr<  it  live  masks 
ivollabl*  at  all  tines  when  on  operations. 

'ci  RECi>:  j.irDATION:  That  each  unit  require  one  member  of  each  squad 
to  carry  *lu  squad  nenber'a  protective  naeks.  They  are  stored  in  a 
water; loot  bag,  strapped  to  a  ruck  sack  frane.  This  deers  the  nasks 
i  h  out  of  the  water  and  permits  then  to  be  easily  handled  when 
nuking  ?  trean  crossings. 
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W>  Tld.. 

(a)  OBSERVATION!  Navigation  of  canal*  at  1 ow  tida  la  axtr— ly 
difficult. 

(b)  EVALUATION:  Canal*  are  very  difficult  to  navigate  because 
12-20  Inch**  of  silt  and  aud  rvaaln  in  th*  bottoa  at  canal*  after  the 
water  ha*  receded. 

(c)  RECOMMENDATION:  That  unit*  faoed  with  thle  situation  cut 
nip*  pain  and  place  thle  on  the  nud  to  provide  a  waUeay  on  which  to 
croe*.  When  walking  through  nud,  walk  on  th*  ball*  of  th*  f**t,  lean¬ 
ing  forward.  Never  get  both  feet  side-by-eide.  Don't  run  ah' the  aud 
as  one  will  tire  quickly  and  perhap*  atop  to  oatoh  hie  breath,  thus 
causing  on*  to  sink  in  the  aud. 

(10)  Mins*  and  Booby  Trace.  (See  Inclosures  2  4  b) 

(<1)  Waterway  Mav^flsh|Htjy.  (See  Incloeure  3) 

c.  Training:  None. 

d.  Intelligence:  None. 

e.  Logistics:  None. 

f.  Organization:  None. 

3.  (C)  Section  3.  Headquarters.  Departasnt  of  the  Amy  Survey  In¬ 

formation:  Escape  and  Evasion. 

(1)  Camouflage.  Cover  and  Concealaent. 

(a)  OBSERVATION:  Th*  use  of  camouflage  on  the  body  can  assist 
in  piv.cnting  detection. 

.1)  EVALUATION:  At  1 700  hours  3  August  -968,  SP4  Danny  Schuts, 

US.  -397,  a  asaber  of  2/3d  Infantry,  199th  Inf  Bde,  a  Radio  Telephone 
Opuvator  was  aboard  an  LCVP  boat  returning  from  a  RIF  ales  ion  with  his 
unit  whan  they  were  ambushed  from  the  river  bank.  An  RFC  round  hit  the 
boat  in  wfcich  SPA  Schutz  was  riding.  The  impact  of  th*  xorai  knocked  him 
and  one  Vletnaasss  sailor  overboard.  Both  man  found  thsmaelvea  in  the 
water,  unarmed,  and  the  boats  rapidly  departing  the  area,  and  a  platoon 
sized  VC  force  along  both  river  banka.  The  men  swam  ashore  and  crawled 
from  the  water  into  the  thick  vegetation.  Th*  action  of  crawling  through 
th*  nud  while  climbing  the  river  bank  resulted  in  both  men  being  completely 
covered  with  mud  frea  head  to  to*.  This  camouflage  is  what  Schut*  credits 
with  living  hi*  lif*.  Oiico  ashore  the  aen  lay  atill  and  remained  undet¬ 
ected  although  the  VC  were  at  times  only  15  fset  away.  Onoe  th*  LCVP'S 
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had  broken  through  tho  aUmih  kill  ton*  thaj  continued  downs  tree*. 
The  VC  than  ga«a  ehaaa  on  foot  alonp  tha  river  bank.  This  enablad 
Sc  nut*  and  tha  tailor  to  nova  away  tram  therea.  They  ran  to  tha 
naaraat  GVM  Outpoat  -  a  distance  of  1 500  asters;  there  Kepional 
forces  personnel  gave  tha  two  aan  assistanea. 


(e)  KSCDtffiNDATlON:  Training  in  eaaoufl&ge  procedures  cannot  be 
over  caphasised.  SP4  Schuta's  successful  evasion  can  be  utilised  as 
a  training  point  on  tha  laportanoe  of  eaaouflaga  to  tha  individual 
soldier . 


PUDERIC  L.  LA  VI  SON 
Brigadier  General,  USA 


7  Incl 


2.  Study ,  Booby  Trapa 

-  ^  PsyOpa  Map  (Cpys  1«4 
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*  -4— — faaining  schedule,  o  Is  sees  an  niaaa-a 

*  Chart  of  Cowsunjoatlona  Mata. 
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^VCJ-GC  1st  Ind 

SUBJECT*  Operational  Report  for  Headquarters ,  l?yth  Infantry  Brigade  for 
Period  Ending  31  October  19o£,  RCS  CSTOR-o 5 

Drt,  H;,  CMAC  (PROV),  APO  96243,  8  December  1968 

TO:  See  Distribution 

Subject  ORIL  has  been  reviewed  by  this  Headquarters  and  is  forwarded 
without  coajtunt . 

FOR  TIC  C0U1AND2R : 


tiL 


/i 


ZRRH/tLT 


Major,  /tSC 
Adjutant  General 


AVFBC-RE-H  2nd  Ind 

SUBJKCTt  Operational  Report  for  Headquarters,  199th  Infantry  Brigade 
Por  Period  ihding  31  October  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  UIC  WFBDAB 

BA,  HQ  II  FPORCEV,  AfO  San  Francisco  96266  pEC  1968 

THRU*  Commanding  General,  US  Army  Vietnam,  ATTN «  AVHGC(lbT) ,  APO  S' 6 > 7 1> 

Commander-In-Chief,  US  Army  Pacific,  ATTOi  CrOP-I/T,  APO  96558 

TOs  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Army,  Washington,  D.C.  20310 

1*  (U)  Subject  report  is  forwarded. 

2.  (U)  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  and  concurs  with  the  Operational 

Re  port -Lessons  Learned  of  Headquarters,  199th  Infantry  Brigade  for  the 
period  ending  31  October  1968. 

FOR  THE  COMMANDER* 


Asst  AG 


t+M  . 


aVHKMLT  (31  Oct  68)  3d  Ind 

■H'K1  -.CTt  Operational  iueport  for  Heedquertere,  199th  Infantry  brigade 
for  Period  cMing  31  Octeber  196»,  KGS  C3P0R-65,  UIC  ’./FB1>A£ 

il^rCUAhTiSRS,  Ul’ITfcD  .iTATiSS  A1MT,  '/USWAtf,  4F0  San  Francisco  963751  9  OF? 

TO i  Caanaader  in  Chief,  United  3tafcaa  4^,  Battle,  ATTNi  QKlMfft 

APO  96558 

This  headquarters  i.as  reviewed  the  Operational  nepert-Lsssons  Earned 
for  the  quarterly  :  eriod  ending  31  October  1968  froa  Headquarters,  199th 
Infantry  Brigade  and  concurs  with  the  report, 

FOP  TK\  CUfiANXiShl 


I.  C.  ARNTZ 
CPI,  ago 

AsuistiU't  AdjUw^iit  General 


JPOP-DT  (31  Oct  68)  4th  Ind  <U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  of  199th  Inf  Bde  for  Period  Ending 
31  October  1968,  RCS  CSFOR-65  (Rl) 

H'J,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  13  JAN  19*9 

TO:  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  nf  the 
Army,  Uaahington,  D.  C.  20310 

This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding  indorse¬ 
ments  and  concurs  in  the  report  as  indorsed. 

FOR  THE  C0M1ANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


C  L  SHOr 
CPT,  AGC 
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BirAklJCNT  Ok  TW  AMtt  “ 
Headquarters  19Vth  Infantry  Brigade  (Sep)  (Lt) 
AFO  San  Francisco  96279 


AVHH-SC  24  September  I960 

oUBJKCT:  Study  of  tJkemy  Booby  Traps  (BBT) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1 .  INTRODUCTION 

Recently  the  eneu\y  comsna  echelon  published  a  directive  to  Viet  Cong/NVA 
units  to  inflict  as  many  casualties  on  U.  S.,  ARVN  and  FkMP,  without  getting 
decisively  engaged.  During  the  past  two  weeks  there  has  been  a  narked 
increase  in  VC  use  of  booby  traps.  These  booby  traps  are  not  new  to  the 
VC  tactics,  but  the  varied  usee  and  combinations  of  sophisticated  and 
primitive  devices  are  different. 

2.  GENEhAL  COSSlDgiATIONS 

a.  Normal  VC  employment  of  booby  traps  (BBT),  was  to  deny  us  the  acceae 
to  a  ep-cified  area.  In  most  of  the  cases,  the  enemy  had  a  system  of 
complicated  narking  and  warning  signs  for  booby  trapped  areas.  In  the  past 
two  weeks  there  has  been  a  total  absence  ot  these  markings.  A  possibility 
exists  that  the  enemy  is  employing  the  booby  traps  to  deny  us  the  freedom 
of  -n  veTient  through  specified  areas,  not  planning  to  use  the  area  for  his 
own  ov.*nent.  Another  possibility  exists  that  booby  traps  are  employed  on  . 

r.e  r  xfi  ot  an  area,  while  a  free  path  (generally  from  a  leas  accassible 
upproacn)  may  exist.  In  any  case,  a  careful  examination  of  the  area  by  the 
troone  and  Kit  Carson  scouts  failed  to  discover  any  narkings  or  warning 
svru..  Is. 


b.  The  purposes  of  placing  booby  traps  are  varied  as  much  ae  the 
"-'ir'es  employed.  Ae  previously  mentioned,  B3Ts  are  used  to  inflict 
.axvmur  casualties;  to  slw  down  the  pursuing  forces;  to  protect  ammunition 
an  supply  car  ies;  to  demoralize  and  harass  our  forces.  In  some  cases, 

, owerful  booby  traps  were  emplaced  on  high  poles  along  ths  landing  sonaa 
against  helicopters.  Some  of  these  BBTs  were  conumnd  detonated  as  wall  as 
i- -ang  elaborate  trip  wires  and  pressure  devices. 

• .  TT.  VS  OF  EXPLOSIVE  DEVIC  ES 

a.  The  tr  Jt  common  BBT.1  are  constructed  of  hand  grenades  (fragmentation 
a  attack).  In  moat  cases,  the  normal  live  second  delay  fuse  has  been  removed 
anu  an  Instantaneous  fuse  has  been  substituted.  Several  booby  traps  consisting 
of  a  cluster  of  three  to  five  hand  grenades  were  discovered.  A  trip  wire  was 
attached  to  the  puli  ring  of  the  grenade  pin  and  stretched  across  a  path  or 
likely  avenue  of  approach.  The  grenades  haws  been  placed  on  the  ground,  con¬ 
cealed  in  the  bush  about  three  feet  eff  the  ground,  or  hung  in  the  trees.  All 
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types,  including  captured  U.8.  grenades  haw  been  found,  A  primitive, 
uqr  to  construct,  nut  affoetiva  activating  mechanism  mm  discovered  on 
numerous  occaaiona.  A  granada  with  pullad  pin  waa  lnaartad  into  a  tin 
can.  Tha  tin  can  waa  anchorad  to  a  traa  whlla  a  trip  wira  waa  faatanad 
to  tha  granada.  A  aariaa  (up  to  12)  or  granadaa  waa  connactad  to  a  aingla 
trip  wira  waa  uaad ,  Tha  point  nan  trippad  tha  wira  and  tha  aariaa  or 
granadaa  exploded  along  tha  path  wounding  every  one  in  tha  squad. 


b.  Mints  hava  baan  uaad  extensively  by  tha  VC.  Among  thaaa  ara  boats 
maae  variety,  manufactured  concrete  nine  a,  and  captured  U.S.  nines.  Clay¬ 
more  mines  are  most  dangerous  ana  are  used  by  tha  VC  axtansivaly  along 
the  roads  as  well  as  near  their  oase  areas.  Trip  wires  as  wall  as  conannd 
detonation  wires  were  discovered.  North  Vietnamese,  CH1CGM  and  hone  made 
claymore  mints  have  been  fount. 

c.  Shells,  high  explosive  munitions  and  bombs  are  used  frequently 
by  the  VC/NVA  forces.  Mortar  shells  and  105/155  shells  ara  among  tha 
moat,  c  vnrnon  of  these  types  of  booby  traps.  To  prepare  these,  tha  fuse 
is  rt  ived  and  regular  detonating  mechanism  la  inserted.  In  soma  eases 

projectiles  were  wrapped  tilth  det.  cord.  In  one  caaa,  a  750  pound 
aerial  bomb  (dud)  was  used  as  a  road  mine  against  a  U.S.  tank.  Subsequent 
interrogation  of  a  VC  FW  revealed  that  the  Viet  Cong  simply  drill  a  hole 
in  thr  body  of  the  bomb  and  Insert  the  firirg  device. 

i  Improvised  explosive  devices  are  numerous  ana  effective  depending 
on  4  he  resourcefulness  and  imagination  of  the  enmy.  C-4  explosive 
m1x*-d  with  old  nails,  scrap  metal  and  glass,  stuffed  into  a  tin  can  provides 
«'  Uectxve  explosive  device.  Various  forms  of  cast  TNT  and  home  ms  da 
fhinti  have  been  discovered  throughout  KVN.  Firing  devices  are  easily 
constructed,  but  in  most  cases  the  standard  grenade  (instantaneous  and 
five  second  delay)  fuses  were  used.  These  fuses  are  readily  available 
through  VC/NVA  supply  channels. 

A.  TRIP  «'IRSS 

a.  In  most  cases  the  trip  wires  were  found  across  paths  and  roads 
aoout  arutle  high  and  frequently  well  camouflaged .  The  explosives  were 
en.;ua<  d  nearby. 

b.  In  serveral  cases,  the  trip  wires  and  pressure  devices  were 
found  not  on  the  path,  but  along  side.  A  sniper  would  open  fire  on  a 
patrol  on  a  path.  In  tnis  case  ev^ryDoay  gets  off  the  rood  for  cover 
and  into  the  trip  wires. 
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e.  Rlc«  paddy  dikes  and  shores  of  are  favorite  places  for  VC 

trip  wires.  In  aany  cases,  trip  wires  have  been  placed  just  under  the 
surface  of  water  near  a  dike,  with  the  expolsive  on  the  dike  or  ehore. 

d.  Materials  used  have  also  been  varied.  This  green  wire,  thin  cord, 
nylon  strings  as  wsll  as  relatively  thick  wire  were  recovered.  Trip  wires 
have  been  found  taunt  as  well  as  slack  in  the  grass  and  on  the  bushes.  They 
are  very  difficult  to  detect,  especially  in  tall  grass. 

e.  Peculiar  tactics  in  the  use  of  booby  traps. 

( 1 )  Two  instances  of  booby  trap  emplacement  were  noted  23-26  September 
196k.  Uiiit  in  a  night  defensive  position  was  engaged  by  enemy  email  arms 
fire  from  nearby  nipa  palm  grove.  An  element  was  immedL.'.eiy  dispatched 

to  destroy  the  enemy  firing  position.  A  short  distance  from  the  perimeter 
the  element  encountered  numerous  booby  traps .  The  en«ny  troops  infiltrated 
to  within  150  meters  from  the  perimeter  and  placed  the  booby  trape.  Than 
they  withdrew  and  opened  fire.  The  trails  were  checked  out  prior  to  dark¬ 
ness,  there  were  no  booby  traps  there  at  that  time,  indicating  that  the 
booby  traps  were  placed  there  after  dark. 

(2)  On  one  occasion,  28  September  1968,  a  night  NDP  was  under  an 
intensive  VC  mortar  attack.  *hen  friendly  illumination  was  fired,  a 
group  of  \£  was  spotted  emplacing  booby  trape.  A  detailed  search  of  the 
area  revealed  that  booby  trape  were  placed  along  all  possible  routas 

from  the  NDP. 

(  During  buiiker  destruction  operations  ssvsral  men  were  injured 
by  a  -remade  air  burst.  A  further  check  revealed  that  a  grenade  with  its 
I  in  gulled  was  placed  in  a  ball  of  (dried)  mud  and  imbedded  into  the  side 
of  the  bunker,  nfhen  the  bunker  was  destroyed,  the  grenade  wee  hurled  more 
the.'  u'  meters,  exploding  approximately  3  meters  above  the  ground.  Several 
ene,  /ounkera  were  checked  and  two  additional  booby  traps  of  this  type  were 
uiic.  ■ « ged. 

5  ‘^CAPITULATION  OF  BOOBY  ThAP  SITUATION  IN  TOE  PIHSAH  LE  PUMTATIOII. 

.  .  Pineapple  plantation  is  a  well  known  important  Viet  Cong/NVA 
•.i-ing  area.  It  lays  2/3  of  the  way  between  Ba  Thu,  Cambodia  and 

or.  There  are  a  series  of  bese  camps  with  extensive  fortifications 
in  sj^p’v  areis  in  the  pineapple.  Recent  friendly  operations  in  the 
flat  tat icr.  h  e  kept  the  VC/NVA  from  using  this  arse  and  it  is  now 
evident  that  the  enemy  is  taking  eteps  to  discourage  and  make  costly 
all  friendly  operations  in  the  pineapple.  During  the  last  severs! 

<  lerationa,  the  trjops  from  4/12,  2/3,  and  5/1 2  have  encountered 
numerous  booby  traps .  Excessive  casualties  were  suffered  by  these 

OIL.  k.''. 

b.  It  i-  xnown  that  the  Viet  Cong  are  employing  the  booby  traps 
around  the  Known  base  areas,  supply  caches  and  routes  of  approach.  In 
some  instances  the  positioning  of  the  booby  traps  indicated  that  the 
routes  to  and  from  landing  zones  have  been  found  booby  trapped.  This 
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indicates  that  aftar  tha  numerous  oparatiom  coruictad  b j  our  foroaa 
in  and  around  tha  pineapple  plantation,  we  have  aatabliahad  a  pat  tarn. 

Sinca  tha  avanuaa  of  approach  ara  Halted,  it  auat  ba  antic ipat ad  that 
thasa  routes  will  ba  booby  trapped. 

c.  There  is  no  particular  pattern  in  type  and  asthod  of  aaployaant 
of  booby  traps  in  tha  pineapple  area.  F.-oa  tha  varied  composition  of 
devices  and  use  of  trip  wires,  it  is  assiaed  that  devices  that  ara 
available  in  a  given  area  ara  used.  It  is  possible  that  there  ara  eaehoe 
of  this  materiel  in  each  of  the  base  areas. 

d.  Proa  discussions  with  advisors  and  Vietnamese  personnel 
operating  in  that  area  as  well  as  from  interrogation  reports,  it  was 
determined  that  there  is  a  snail  unit  of  Viet  Cong  that  ia  charged 
with  placing  of  booby  traps  throughout  the  plantation.  This  asthod 
is  logical  and  very  effective.  Another  consideration  ia  that  in  aost 
cases  the  booby  traps,  when  found,  were  relatively  new  and  hastily 
constructed.  These  facta  indicate  that  the  ensay  aay  have  eat  the 
devices  just  prior  to  or  after  our  arrival  in  tha  area.  In  aany  cases 
the  short  tiae  lapse  between  artillery  12  preparation  end  actual 
insertion  is  sufficient  for  the  eneiy  to  set  the  booby  traps, 

e.  Xhe  following  are  examples  of  Vi's  heavy  use  of  booby  traps 
in  and  around  the  pineapple  plantation.  These  exaoplee  have  been 
compiled  from  reports  rendered  by  unite,  interviews  with  commanders  and 
man  on  the  ground.  Compilation  of  these  Incidents  is  intended  to  ahow 
the  aany  va  .ad  methods  in  VC  employment  of  booby  traps. 

(1}  16  September  XS 742830,  B/2d  Bn,  3d  Inf,  found  a  booby 
trap  const ■  ting  of  ana  U.S.  grenade  ana  trip  wire  stretched  in  nipa  pala 
grove. 

(2)  ?  Sect  ember  XS751863,  A/2d  Bn,  3d  Inf,  found  e  booby 

trap  consisting  of  two  CHICOM  serenades  arid  trip  wire.  At  XS746848 
three  nr  t  e  booby  traps  were  found  consisting  of  one  each  U.8.  grenades. 

At.  <rS7 2’’  s  CHICOM  grenade  booty  trap  Wu3  detonated  by  troops  froa 

B/4th  Bn,  '2th  Infantry  resulting  in  one  U.S.  and  one  Hoi  Chanh  (Kit 
Carsrn  i'coac)  WTA •  In  tim  same  area  foi.r  more  CHICOM  grenade  booby 
live  er*  found. 

(-)  1 8  geatenbar  *  i/4th  Bn,  12th  Inf,  found  and  deetroyed 

one  CHICOM  grenade  booby  tr  '  ,n  the  s  uae  general  vicinity  B/4th  Bn, 

12th  Inf  suffered  9  WIA  2- grenade  booby  traps  (one  scout  dog 

was  killed).  At  IS578aoe  .  ^.^03  D/5th  Bn,  12th  Inf  destroyed  18  gren¬ 
ade  ICON)  coo  by  traps,  string  has  been  used  for  trip  wire.  It  rtioiild 
be  noted  tha'  an  extensive  artillery  and  air  preparation  lad  been  conducted. 
There  were  several  large  and  small  secondary  explosions,  indicating  that 
soae  b.toby  traps  and  caches  were  exploded. 

(4^  19  Senteaber  XS590799,  D/5th  3n,  12th  Inf,  destroyed  six  U.S. 

and  CHICOM  grenade  booby  traps.  In  the  dame  vicinity  D/5th  Bn,  12th  Inf. 
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had  three  U.S.  VIA  fro*  a  CHICOM  booby  trap.  At  13591799  D/5th  Bn,  12th 
InT  found  and  destroyed  &  boaby  trapped  105mm  round  ana  one  gran ada  booby 
trap. 

(5)  20  September  ZS567BU5,  B/4th  Bn,  12th  InT,  fired  M-79  into  traa 
line  resulting  in  numerous  secondary  explosions  caused  by  booby  traps. 

(6)  21  September  XS776775,  A/3d  Bn,  7th  Ini,  had  four  U.S.  WIA  from 
a  booby  trap.  A  claymore  nine  was  identifiad.  At  1357279b,  A/2d  Bn,  3d 
Ini  had  one  U.S.  KIA  and  six  MIA  froa  a  booby  trap  consisting  of  4.2* 
mortar  round  and  trip  wire.  Two  more  grenade  (US)  booby  traps  wars 
encountered  causing  additional  two  U.S.  MIA. 

(7;  22  September  XS569799,  A/2a  Bn,  ja  Ini,  found  an  improvised  booby 

trap  nvi ic  of  C  ration  can  stuffed  with  C-4  explosive.  Standard  CHIOON 
grenace  luses  with  trip  wire  was  used.  Further  examination  of  the  area 
l reduced  a  small  anmunition  cache  of  eight  cases  ol‘  AK-47  ammunition  and 
six  hPG-2  rounds.  At  XS556915,  C/2d  Bn,  3d  Inf  found  and  destroyed  five 
o-jouy  traps  (CHICOM  grenades,  three  grenade  booby  traps  in  bunker  and  one 
exjiosive  charge  (11b)  booby  trap  with  trip  wire).  In  the  same  vicinity 
2/2-1  Bn,  3d  Inf  suffered  one  U.S.  KIA  and  three  US  MIA  froa  a  CHICOM 
gret*»ae  booby  trap. 

(8)  23  September  XS559916,  C/2d  Bn,  3d  Inf  suffered  one  U.S.  KIA 

arid  three  U.S.  WTA  from  a  booby  trap.  BBT  was  a  U.S.  claymore  nine 
£1a  :ed  In  a  tree,  trip  wire  attached  loosely  on  the  ground  and  bushes, 
nl  XSb.o*  ,  ARVN  Rangers  suffered  one  KIA  and  nine  MIA  from  a  multiple 
prenau..  H".  At  XS708834,  A/2d  Bn,  3d  Inf  suffered  two  U.S.  WIA  from 
two  grenadj  (US)  booby  traps.  BBT  wires  were  strung  across  dike. 

h.  CCI-i  ELUSIONS 

niiriur  an  light  day  period  (16-23  September),  the  unitu  of  the  199th 
■‘nfar:-,  brigade  Buffered  three  KIA  and  34  WIA  from  booby  trape.  It  is 
a. .tit  .;  ...od  that  the  enemy  will  continue  to  use  booby  traps  in  the  future. 
P-ese  ■?  'vices  have  proven  themselves  very  effective  for  the  anamy  at 
■  i  ~  1  tr  no  coat  of  their  own  lives.  Alertness  is  the  key  to  prevention 
of  .ou.ilties  from  booby  traps.  Every  area  of  operation  must  be  suspected 
hwoby  trapped. 
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Experiences  of  unit  engaged  in  counterins 
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